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Author’s Note

In considering the various books written concerning Mary Baker Eddy we have been
impressed with the need of transcribing her life, not merely as the Discoverer and Founder of
Christian Science, but as the Demonstrator of her own revelation, as one whose life sets forth
both the operation of that human deterrent called evil and a scientific method of overcoming it.
Pre-eminently in the world Mrs. Eddy’s life stands forth as the history of the one who has
thrown the most light on the unseen and unknown claims of evil, as they are presented to all
spiritually-minded persons endeavoring to find the way out of this human maze called mortal
existence. Therefore, it took only the desire of the Christian Science Board of Directors in
Boston, expressed through Judge Clifford P. Smith, that we should compile this material, to
crystalize certain conceptions which were originally intended to clear up several misunderstand-
ings regarding Mrs. Eddy which had been circulated by those who knew something of the inside
operation of Mrs. Eddy’s household,— by throwing upon her footsteps the light of spiritual
understanding. The method of approach to Mrs. Eddy’s experience that is portrayed in this
volume, grew out of the realization that the effort to judge her life from the human standpoint
of good has never struck one true note regarding the character of God. Nevertheless, when her
activities and teaching in her household are understood from the spiritual standpoint, they set
forth lucidly and extensively the true nature of Deity as expressed through man by reflection.



FOREWORD

If the teaching of Christian Science be correct — that the spiritual method is always the
reverse of the material — might not this same rule apply to the writing of the life of its Dis-
coverer and Founder, Mary Baker Eddy? The human method selects outstanding events in one’s
life, incidents of significance and moment, and records them as characteristic and explanatory of
the life of the individual in question. Logically, the reverse of this would be to set forth the
spiritual cause from which came not only the thought-arresting events but the minutiae of expe-
rience, and to emphasize and interpret it so correctly that the life and purpose of the individual
are revealed in their true greatness, comprehended through countless consistent revealings, much
as the beauty of woman’s hair is the summation of numberless individual strands.

The Master said, “The very hairs of your head are all numbered.” If every effect has a
mental cause, the hairs of the head might represent the entire mental life-of-man, as revealed
through his daily thoughts. Hence, the correct effort to write such a life of Mrs. Eddy should be
to number her hairs, or to recount the orderly way in which she brought every thought into
captivity to Christ, until her work was completed.

It feet symbolize spiritual understanding, then, when Mary Magdalen wiped the Master’s
feet with her hair — as is recorded in the Gospel of Luke — that act represented a pledge to bend
every effort of her mind to the attaining of Jesus’ spiritual understanding. Thus, her future en-
deavors would comprise the numbering of the hairs of her head, as she spiritualized each thought
that it might measure up to the Christ ideal. It was as if she said, “I dedicate my life to the attain-
ment of right thinking as revealed through the Christ, and I will not neglect one thought in this
effort.”

Every act in one’s life signifies something, and reveals that individual’s ebbing or flowing
state of thought. Hence, properly to number the hairs of one’s head requires having the spiritual
insight to write his or her mental history, as traced through the outward experiences, thereby
determining the orderly development of that one’s thought as it approaches the Christ ideal.

This unfolds the possibility of each student of Christian Science writing our Leader’s
mental and spiritual history, through the effort to understand the spiritual footsteps which she
took, in their order. But this is a history which is inscribed in the heart and mind, imperishably
established in the understanding.

In the following pages will be found, not a complete exegesis of this conception of por-
traying Mrs. Eddy’s history, but a specimen analysis intended to stimulate the minds of those
who read it to a similar attempt. There has been made no effort to set forth any definite con-
tinuity, but rather to present a series of sketches, which will serve to illustrate the vast possibil-
ities presented by the life of our beloved Leader to the spiritual perception of the student; a
perception, the development of which marks the only true method of attaining spiritual growth.

The importance of writing a life of Mrs. Eddy from this standpoint may be deduced from
the following: The value of studying Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures lies in the
fact that it expounds an operative principle, and develops in man a spiritual sense, whereby the
things hidden from material sense are seen and understood. The study of the Bible is equally
important, because it offers the opportunity — in gaining its spiritual meaning — to develop the
use of this spiritual inspiration until it becomes demonstrable and permanent. Furthermore, the
same spiritual method necessary to unfold the hidden meanings of the Bible, is requisite to gain
a right understanding of God. With these points in mind, it can be perceived that the study of
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these two books must always go together as the warp and woof of the student’s growing spiritual
understanding.

At this point a third element must be added, namely, the life of Mary Baker Eddy, re-
corded not only from the standpoint of material cause and effect, but also analyzed from the
basis of spiritual cause and effect. This third study is vital because her experience illustrates not
only how animal magnetism-appears in the life of a Christian Scientist determined to overcome
it, but how it may be detected and overcome as well. This study of animal magnetism is essential
to the seeker after Truth, since it brings out the fact that many things which a sense of good
that is purely human would condemn, are imperative steps demanded by progress on the road
from sense to Soul. Without this knowledge, the weary pilgrim might weep over what seemed to
be mistakes and failures in his own efforts to attain the spiritual goal, lacking the understanding
of animal magnetism, which operates maliciously to induce this misunderstanding in order to
stop his further progress.

Mrs. Eddy styled herself the Discoverer and Founder of Christian Science. She was both
the Revelator and the Demonstrator. As the former she was the Son of God and as the latter,
the Son of man. As the Son of God she thundered forth the revelation of Truth to humanity; as
the Son of man she stepped down from the pulpit to join with the congregation in the demon-
stration of Truth. This analysis solves the enigma of her life, giving a perfect rule. Whatever of
God she reflected, whatever of revelation she set forth, belongs to the Son of God. Whatever
struggles sh~ had, whatever of the human that she had to overcome, belongs to the Son of man.
We find the Revelator in her textbook and the Demonstrator in her life. The importance of this
classification is embodied in the fact that, because Mrs. Eddy was one with us in the demonstra-
tion of her revelation, it becomes possible for every child, man, and woman to follow in her
footsteps and gain the inspiration from God which she gained. The human record of her experi-
ence must be expunged when she is set forth as the Discoverer, and explained spiritually when
she is portrayed as the Founder.

The following pages, setting forth spiritual cause and effect, represent an effort to pro-
vide a life of our Leader as the Demonstrator, based on the realization that, whereas the Bible
and Science and Health teach by precept, Mrs. Eddy’s life teaches by practice.

[In the original Carpenter edition of this book, the following quotation appeared beneath
a picture of Mary Baker Eddy speaking to her followers from the balcony at Pleasant View.
Calvin Frye was at her right hand.]

TEXT OF HER REMARKS

“My dear Students: Guard your tongues. When you see sin in others, know that you have
it in yourselves, and become repentant. If you think you are not mortal, you are mistaken. I
find my students either in an apathy or a frenzy. I am astonished at your ignorance of the
methods of animal magnetism. Your enemies are working incessantly while you are not working
as you should. They do not knock, they come with a rush. They do not take me unawares. I
know before they come. Would that my head were a fountain of waters, and my eyes rivers of
tears that I might weep, because of the apathy of the students and the little that they have
accomplished. You have never seen me in my real home, but you may sometime. Come with me
into it.”
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Chapter One

On one occasion Mrs. Eddy wrote a note in pencil to her coachman, Adolph Stevenson,
calling his attention to the fact that the hair-dresser had cut his hair too high on the back of his
neck.* Such a definite rebuke provides a perfect illustration of one of the minute incidents of
Mrs. Eddy’s experience that is fraught with spiritual implications, significance and teaching. It is
the sure indication that nothing was too small in Mrs. Eddy’s estimation to be used to denote a
falling-away of spiritual thought. Jesus said, * Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and one
of them shall not fall on the ground without your Father.” Mrs. Eddy manifested the office of a
spiritual Father toward the students in her home. How natural it was that their immature
upward-soaring thoughts could not fall to earth without her knowing it!

When Mrs. Eddy rebuked an outward manifestation of this kind, she was simply rebuking
the student’s failure to measure up to the standard of scientific thinking which she demanded in
the home, and upon which she depended. A poor haircut was sufficient, in her estimation, to
serve as an excuse to call the attention of the student to a hundred ways in which his reflection
of Truth might be made more practical. In reality this was, and is, a rebuke to any student of
Christian Science who confines his spiritual thinking to his health or the condition of his
finances.

Let us regard this from Mrs. Eddy’s standpoint. If her coachman was alert enough to
endeavor to make such a simple thing as a haircut a matter of scientific demonstration, might
that not lead him to recognize, as never before, that he was a representative of the Cause of
Christian Science and that he would be judged as such?

Mrs. Eddy was continually emphasizing to her students the importance of remembering
that manifestation is the outward indication of one’s thinking. This is why Christian Scientists
should be well-dressed people and excel in whatever they undertake, because, if they truly reflect
the harmony and activity of divine Mind, such manifestation must necessarily follow.

~ Mus. Eddy desired Mr. Stevenson to realize that even in the minutiae of daily life, Chris-
tian Scientists express the spiritual ideal which they have accepted. Mrs. Eddy herself always
exemplified this ideal and the outward manifestation always accorded with the beauty, impor-
tance and value of her spiritual thought.

Mrs. Eddy knew that as one’s thought improved, his whole standard would evidence
growth. Everything connected with man partakes of the nature of his thinking. Hence, the stu-
dent of Christian Science will always give a satisfactory outward appearance when the measure of
his thinking is scientifically beneficent. Everyone who comes into his presence will bask in the
spiritual atmosphere he reflects.

In Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures on page 25, Mrs. Eddy writes, “The
divinity of the Christ was made manifest in the humanity of Jesus.” The Bible tells us that,
many times when Jesus saw the multitudes weighed down by mortal belief, “he was moved with
compassion toward them.” This compassion, or humanity, was the proof that the divine Mind
was entering into his thought in a right and ever-increasing measure. The Christian Scientist has
no proof within himself of any true divinity unless he feels moved with compassion for all hu-
manity, no matter in what way they may be following out the suggestions of fear or sin. Mrs.

"lzlhr.Stev_zpson had been my patient, and when I heard of Mrs, Eddy’s need of a coachman, I recommended him for
e position.



2 Mary Baker Eddy: Her Spiritual Footsteps

Eddy desired that all her students manifest this humanity in every direction, as evidence of
spiritual growth. She wanted them to understand that the demonstration of Christian Science
broadens instead of narrowing one, and that for one to endeavor to have even his outward ap-
pearance improve because of the Principle he stands for and reflects, is of itself an effort which
will stimulate to a broader and broader interpretation and application of Truth.

If man’s reflection of Truth could be differentiated from his application of Truth, by
calling the former his profession and the latter his business, we could say that Mrs. Eddy made
the business of her students her daily care and watchful solicitude, whereas their profession was
a sacred precinct wherein she would not trespass without permission. If the student did not have
enough love and persistence to endeavor to gain more and more of the divine Mind each day,
that called for no rebuke from Mrs. Eddy, unless it was requested. In fact, such a lack is only
known to the student himself, when it shows itself in its outward manifestation. After the
groundwork of spiritual understanding was established, however, then the matter of broadening
such a demonstration of spiritual thinking, and applying it in every right way, became Mrs.
Eddy’s concern as Leader, since she was endeavoring to wean her students from the narrow
conception which fancied that sitting in a chair and saying, “God is Love,” constituted the
demonstration of Christian Science. As she once said to a student, ‘“You may sit in your chair all
day and say over beautiful words and it does not amount to anything; it is the Spirit that is
needed.”

Mrs. Eddy required a practical and correct utilization of one’s profession. She knew that
if the world should find aught to criticise in the student, it would reflect against the Cause. She
perceived the vital importance of each student reaching the point where he could broaden his
thought to realize that he was carrying on his shoulders, the responsibility of the integrity of the
entire Cause, since Christian Science is judged through the lives of the individuals who profess to
be followers of this movement. The greatest advertisement for Christian Science is the mode of
living of the individual student, because the world’s estimate of it rests upon him.

Mrs. Eddy insisted that the students in her home handle the claim of mental apathy as if
their lives depended on spiritual alertness. A man who is usually careful about his appearance,
would surely never allow his barber to give him a poor haircut unless he were off guard, or
asleep as to what was being done. Hence, we can infer that Mrs. Eddy was rebuking Mr.
Stevenson for being asleep mentally on this one point — which indicated the possibility of his
being asleep to things much more important and vital.

It is a fact that there were students who, in their inmost hearts, considered that Mrs.
Eddy’s age had made her unnecessarily punctilious about the little things in the home; but, be-
cause they loved her so deeply and were so appreciative of her teachings, they forgave her. Mrs.
Eddy was far from being humanly a taskmaster. Exacting she was, if that word is interpreted to
mean that she held for all her students the high goal that they do everything from the stand-
point of demonstration, where demonstration means being guided by the Mind of God rather
than being under the control of human belief. The vital and important demand Mrs. Eddy made
on the students in the home, was that they maintain that spiritual poise of thought at all times,
which would enable them to reflect the divine Mind, and hence, to hold up her hands. As she once
said to a student in the home, “There is one thing needed all over the Field and which is only
supplied here, and might not be supplied in the Field in centuries; that is, to have but one God,
divine Principle and its demonstration. (There is nothing can prevent it.)”

To be sure, Mrs. Eddy’s criticisms often touched the minor things of life. For example,
I ¥ can remember her rebuking the way I tucked in her robe as she left for her drive. At the
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time, I knew that she expected me to trace back and realize that a rebuke from the Leader, no
matter what might have occasioned it, was in reality a rebuke for a lack of demonstration. Under
such circumstances, I would retire to my room and wake myself up spiritually, until I was satis-
fied that the divine Mind had the upper hand in me. Even from a human standpoint, when one
stubs his toe, breaks a plate, or the like, he feels in a vague sort of way that the devil must be
after him. If the devil in such cases be denominated as careless, human thinking, then Mrs. Eddy’s
rebukes become even more comprehensible.

If Mr. Stevenson were to be presented at the Court of St. James, there is no doubt that
every detail of his toilet would have been arranged in perfect harmony and taste. Mrs. Eddy
recognized herself as the spiritual Leader, and hence, as the direct representative of God for her
Cause. She also knew that being in her home was an opportunity that was accorded to fewer
people than was that of being presented at any Court, and was a far greater privilege.

It was well for those who lived in her home to remember what this priceless opportunity
was, and endeavor to live both inwardly and outwardly so as to show forth their appreciation of
this honor.

All the workers in Mrs. Eddy’s home, whether they cooked for her or attended to her
correspondence, whether they occupied the guest chamber or the attic, were her valued students,
and it required a spiritual understanding to demonstrate their work. This requirement was the
law of the home. Hence, Mrs. Eddy’s interest in Mr. Stevenson’s appearance showed that she had
the same concern about having him maintain his scientific thinking that she had for the thinking
of those who, from the world’s standpoint, were engaged in more metaphysical work.
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Chapter Two

In a book called Memoirs of Mary Baker Eddy by Adam H. Dickey, he mentions the fact
that Mrs. Eddy rebuked the students if the chairs were not put back into their places after her
rooms had been cleaned. If such misplacement were due to a lack of experience in the worker,
or to an effort to accomplish too much in a given interval of time, then Mrs. Eddy’s rebukes
might reflect on her Christian character.

Why should anyone reprimand students for such trivial matters? In order to understand
this one must realize that Mrs. Eddy was a metaphysician, who lived largely in Mind. To such a
one, all outward effects are the indication of the mental state from which these effects proceed.
Hence even a slight misplacement of the furniture became to her an important way by which she
might gauge intelligently the mental condition of the students in her home, who, standing porter
at the mental door, either fulfilled their privileged task of keeping error out, or else yielded to a
mental state of drunkenness, self-pity or misunderstanding,— thereby permitting their thought to
play traitor, and letting in that which might break up the spiritual poise of the one who required
that poise, in order to translate the Father’s will to the successful guidance of our great Cause.

In the Bureau of Standards in Washington, the standard foot rule rests in a glass compart-
ment, free from changes of temperature, or moving air currents. It seems almost incredible that a
breath of air, of which a man might be unconscious, would affect the accuracy of this rule — yet
such is the case.

There were students who misunderstood the significance of the little things in Mrs.
Eddy’s household experience, which to her constituted a thermometer of the state of thought
over which she watched with such great care. Hence, when this book describes how the students
drove small brass nails into the floor in order to enable them to put the chairs back in just the
same place each time, he did not realize any more than did the students that they were robbing
Mrs. Eddy of one of the means invaluable to her as a check on their demonstration.

Students who failed to appreciate Mrs. Eddy’s demand for constructive thinking, protec-
tive thinking, or, at least, harmless thinking, might malpractice on our Leader; failing to perceive
that the very hairs of her head were all numbered, that nothing in her home or life was too
trivial to be overlooked, because her goal was to bring every thought into captivity to Christ.

Once, when Kaiser Wilhelm of Germany was on a tour of inspection of the royal labora-
tories, with just a touch of his hand he disturbed an instrument which had been adjusted with
infinite care. He merely turned a small screw. Yet, that was enough to throw the delicate instru-
ment out of precision. His failure to have a proper appreciation of the situation cost many hours
of patient toil.

The beginner in Christian Science who has not departed to any great extent from depend-
ence on the action of human law as manifested in physical health, bodily vigor and financial
prosperity, can have little appreciation of the infinite care with which Mxs. Eddy preserved her
mental poise, the delicate adjustment which the sensitive beginnings of spiritual thought find
necessary in the midst of gross mortal mind. A change in the mental atmosphere might go un-
noticed except by the one who, having this standard of measurement in his care, perceives by
the effect upon his “mental mercury” the disturbing action of that which is misunderstood or
undetected by a less sensitive thought. Mrs. Eddy was like one endeavoring to dial a radio re-
ceiver into a station requiring precise tuning. Hence, such a one might find that even the soft
footsteps of his pet dog constituted a definite interference to the task at hand.
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When this fact about Mrs. Eddy is understood by the student, then, as he reads of her
experience, he can perceive the reasons for much that otherwise might puzzle him.

Students who did not have the spiritual insight to trace Mrs. Eddy’s rebukes back to
cause, might believe that Mrs. Eddy was unduly particular, to the point of fussiness, about trivial
matters. Upon such, Mrs. Eddy’s demand that everything be done from the standpoint of demon-
stration would sometimes produce a chemicalization, because they felt that she not only criti-
cised them unduly, but often found fault with their best efforts. They failed to see that in
numbering the hairs of her head, she refused to leave out one strand. Such a minunderstanding
would cause the student to seek refuge, not in the effort to correct his or her thinking, but to
be more careful in the human service rendered Mrs. Eddy. She never criticised demonstration,
however, but only a lack of it.

An illustration of this mistaken notion was found in the cook, who often prepared two
complete dinners for Mrs. Eddy, calling one the in-case, meaning thereby that in case Mrs. Eddy
sent back the first meal served, because she did not like it, there would be a second to offer.
Such a procedure showed a failure to realize that only the service rendered Mrs. Eddy from the
standpoint of demonstration was satisfactory to her; anything else, although humanly without a
flaw, called forth her rebuke. Yet, because this rebuke was forthcoming only at such times as
Mrs. Eddy felt a waning spiritual thought in herself, the students were apt to get careless, until
brought to task by the one who loved them enough to rebuke them, and risk their displeasure.

Critics, learning about the in-case meal, might seize upon it to prove that Mrs. Eddy was
over-partlcular about her food. With justice, they might point to the labor involved in cooking
two complete meals! Nevertheless, those with discerning eyes knew that Mrs. Eddy was not hard
to please. Often, she hardly knew what she ate. Notwithstanding, she was extremely sensitive to
thought, and during those times when her own thinking was under pressure through some urgent
problem, a humanly-balanced thought in a student, even though expressed in the most loving
desire to serve, would definitely disturb her spiritual poise, and might be as disastrous as physical
suffering.

Yet, although Mrs. Eddy was not concerned about the food itself, she did require that it be
flavored with scientific right thinking, cooked with spiritual understanding, and served with a
loving consciousness of man’s oneness with God. In this requirement Mrs. Eddy was only being
consistent with the entire purpose of Christian Science, and teaching the students what they
came to her home to learn.

The student who is willing to be criticised will grow spiritually. The one who tries to
protect himself from criticism by any human method of gaining accuracy and correctness, will
thereby lose his sense of the importance of demonstration. ‘“He that will save his life shall lose
it.”” Every student should be willing to let his work be an accurate index of his thinking, and be
criticised, if necessary. He should be grateful for such a reprimand, since, if his thought is not on
the right side of the mental balance, he thus finds it out, and can take the steps necessary to
regain his demonstrating sense,— which is the most precious thing a Christian Scientist has. The
one who is glad to be rebuked for the sake of readjusting his mental state, when it is not cor-
rect, will progress spiritually.

Let it be remembered that a right diagnosis of mortal mind reveals that any outward
effect, no matter whether the senses adjudge it good or bad, if it proceeds from any cause other
than the divine Mind, is the effect of error. The most punctilious church attendance, the most
unselfish giving, the most conscientious effort to prepare Mrs. Eddy’s meals or put her furniture
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back in place, would be the effect of error, if not prompted by demonstratlon, or a rlght balance
of spiritual thought. : :

In summing up the points connected with the in-case, it must be understood that it was
only when an extra pressure disturbed Mrs. Eddy’s scientific balance, that she rebuked any lack
‘of spiritual support on the part of those around her. Then, if she would refuse a dinner that was
perfection from the standard of cookery, why would she accept the second meal ‘unless it were
more the manifestation of demonstration than the first? The reason ‘was that she récognized that,
even though the cook was lacking in demonstration, still she had a loving desire to please her. -
Although this was not the scientific support that Mrs. Eddy needed, yet it ‘was a Christian =
thought, and Mrs. Eddy accepted it as such. Our Leader realized that if the cook had had more
confidence in demonstration making the first meal acceptable, she would not have relied on
preparing a second. The cook had a desire to please and a fear that she might not. Nevertheless,
if she had realized that demonstration was always acceptable to Mrs. Eddy in whatever form 1t
manifested itself, the mistake might have been avoided.

Today students can learn a priceless lesson from the in-case, for it teaches that, if “their
spiritual demonstration is lacking, they should not fall back on human- ways ‘and means, eduéca--
tion, ingenuity, etc. There is no doubt that it requires courage to stand on the platform : -
DEMONSTRATION OR NOTHING, but only through that, comes satlst'actory spiritual growth
and a radical reliance on God.

In relation to her household, Mrs. Eddy’s thought was like a thermometer. She rebuked
them for their work, not because of results, but because of the way the work was done. A slight
touch on a radiator will indicate whether a furnace is working properly. Mrs. Eddy’s sensitivity
was uplifted if any of the work in and for the home was done scientifically, even when it \(':ame
to the preparing of her meals; but if it was done by the letter, and the spirit was lacking, it ="
depressed her. For this reason she was unerring in her ability to know whether the’ students
needed reproof or praise.

Her home was the only spot on earth in which every activity was used to restore spiritual
thinking. A student who failed to do his tasks from the standpoint of spiritual thinking, there-
fore, deserved a rebuke and received it. The ultimate of the entire teaching of Christian Science
is to restore to man his consciousness of divine Mind as his only Mind. Whatever was done-in
Mrs. Eddy’s home apart from divine Mind was a wasted opportunity —a sin of omission'— that
God rebuked through her. This same proposition holds true in the home of every Christian
Scientist who desires and seeks to pattern his home after hers.
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Chapter Three

Weeds find little chance to take root and flourish in soil that is composed largely of clay,
and for this reason a farmer would find it a difficult task to raise crops. So if he rejoiced be-
cause of the ease with which he kept his farm free from weeds, he would feel sad when he saw
what a ‘scanty crop he could raise. On the other hand, rich land invites a luxuriant growth of
worthless plants, until it has been properly weeded. Then the good seed, planted, will bring an
abundant harvest.

Many great men and women, whose later destinies revealed a great richness of thought,
have manifested in youth an indication of this future prolificness by the greater growth of what
might be called weeds. Parents who have rejoiced in model children, however, have lived to see
these children grow up and amount to very little.

The above offers an interesting line of thought in connection with a book entitled, Fads
and Quackery in Healing, by Morris Fishbein, M.D. In this book he writes of Mrs. Eddy as a girl
as follows: “No-one had trouble with Mary when she could have her way, but when crossed she
could put on a performance that would stop the family. She was frail, delicate, oversensitive,
frequently given to spasms and attacks of tantrums.” In writing of her forty years later he says,
“She lay in bed arguing, battling, contesting with everyone.”

Without taking up the question of the correctness of the source for such an extravagant
picture, let us dissect it on the assumption that it might be correct. Can we not show that it
would enhance rather than belittle our memory of Mrs. Eddy?

A child who has unusual strength of character is always a problem, always difficult to
handle, always hard to understand. Such a child is troubled by the common-place things of daily
living which often provoke in him a storm of protest. If it were true that Mrs. Eddy did seem
self-willed in her youth, and a problem to her father, that would indicate the presence in her of
a great desire, a searching for satisfaction, an inability to find peace of mind from a human
standpoint.

If, in the splendid soil of Mrs. Eddy’s mind, any weeds of morbidity, discontent, or in-
subordination flourished, — as Dr. Fishbein would have the world believe — they would merely
point to that which later was proved to be so fertile because of the plenteous harvest that fol-
lowed the planting of the spiritual seed. If there was any lack of human docility in the child,
Mary Baker, any lack of effort to make the best of things, any lack of unprotesting obedience to
a situation in life which most people would consider inevitable, this would be a definite signpost
pointing to her fitness to be entrusted with a message from God, and its unfoldment to
humanity. Anything critical biographers may unearth in Mrs. Eddy’s early experience that might
point to an undue independence of spirit, would only prove how impossible it is to control and
direct a great mind with human rules and regulations. When will any mortal waken to spiritual
freedom, unless the hunger for such freedom first produces a mounting discontent with the cold
restrictions of material law?

, Hence, if Mary Baker did have any objectionable human qualities, might it not be pos-
sible that after she had discovéred Christian Science and these qualities which stood out as
undesirable were put under the control of the divine Mind; they became important as adjuncts to
independence of thought, which was so needed by one who literally became an eddy in the great
stream of thought, where an eddy is defined by Webster as “a current of water flowing back, or
in a direction contrary to the main stream?”
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Love for Mrs. Eddy might tend to cause young students to sugar-coat her early life to
suit his or her fancy. Yet, if she were the child such a fancy might picture, from whence would
have come that strength and rugged courage which enabled her to emerge triumphant as a Leader
worthy to follow?

Most parents endeavor to bend the will of a child so that it may be driven down the path
of human destiny without resistance. Yet the child who submits to this without a protest, does
not represent the one with qualities capable of being developed into leadership, but rather into
lifelong subjection.

I once owned two hunting dogs. One was obedient and easily trained. The other was so
high-spirited that it took many patient hours to break him to the trail. Yet the latter became the
finest bird dog I ever owned. The former was perfectly obedient, but lacked initiative; he was
never able to find a bird. The high spirits of the latter became valuable after they were trained to
be expressed in the right way; whereas the meek submission of the former made him of little
value.

No-one can question that from her early childhood Mrs. Eddy had a driving force within,
which, before it was turned into God’s channels, might have been something to complain of in a
child who was not understood. Her mother never found it so. She is quoted as having said, after
Mary went away, “That dear child’s bright laugh has gone out of the house.” Her father found
her a different problem and spent many hours in trying to break her independence of thought
because it opposed his theology.

Certainly Mary Baker must have had a mental energy and independence which, when
properly applied, resulted in a magnificent achievement. So Dr. Fishbein’s picture is interesting,
because it would indicate a powerful individuality emerging from the crushing influence of human
mob psychology, as it falls like a waffle-iron on each newcomer on the scene of human life, to-
press and force him or her into a certain predestined human pattern.

Let us suppose that Mary Baker, as a girl, being physically weak and not able to gain her
way by fighting, did fall back on a woman’s weapons. Let us conclude that she did have an
indomitable determination which, when misapplied, became a difficult problem. Even this would
redound to Mrs. Eddy’s praise.

Surely Mary Baker had a natural instinct which made her dissatisfied and discontented
under human domination. The regime of mortal existence in no way satisfied the demands of her
heart and soul. When individuals of Mrs. Eddy’s type appear in the course of history, they are
bound to search for possible means of happiness, until they find the object of that search.

Little can be done with a thought that is negative. Even those who have positive opposi-
tion to Christian Science seem to make the most steadfast workers we have, when once they
have been converted. St. Paul illustrates this point. He was a bitter opponent of Christianity. Yet
when his mental energy was divinely directed, it brought great spiritual fruitage.

Hence, no matter what Dr. Fishbein might say of Mrs. Eddy, the fact remains that she
was never possessed of a negative mind. Just what impression she created as a child it would be
hard to say. Probably she was not so different from many children, except for this inflexibility
of thought — inflexible as far as holding rigidly to her own views is concerned. But, if we say
that when her thought finally yielded, it yielded to God, then that would explain the steadfast
quality which made her such a wonderful Leader, once the right path was unfolded to her.
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Thereafter, nothing swerved her from that path, not even the greatest pressure that the world
could bring to bear of suffering, persecution and loss.

Another illustration of the cold hand of criticism redounding to Mrs. Eddy’s praise is to
be found in a volume by Stephan Zweig called Mental Healers, published in February, 1932. On
page 246 he writes, “What was molten lava when erupted from the volcanic soul of Mary Baker
Eddy, is now cold, and a tranquil fellowship of undistinguished folk has established itself on the
lower slopes of the extinct crater.”

Let us consider the implications in this statement. Could anyone refer to Mrs. Eddy as
having a “volcanic soul” without acknowledging that she was animated by a mighty sincerity,
and that the irresistible volume of Truth which she poured forth from revelation and inspiration
produced a mighty upheaval in the world of thought? Would not such an admission compensate
for the recital of fiction in regard to our Leader’s life contained in the book under consideration?

Hence, we can be grateful for this implication of Mrs. Eddy’s mighty sincerity and spon-
taneous outpouring of that which welled up in her consciousness with such power, that it forced
her to tell her story to an incredulous world. What does it matter that Herr Zweig states that
Mrs. Eddy’s doctrine, once revolutionary in character, has now grown cold? No doubt he believes
this to be true. He sees her followers today, a peaceful people, friendly and happy, not disposed
to make trouble nor attack the treasured beliefs of others. He forgets, however, that when terri-
tory is being prepared for man’s use, there is a mighty upheaval and blasting, there is much to be
done and much resistance to be overcome.The soil must be cleared and enriched. When this
pioneering work is completed and the seed sown, there descends upon the scene a peace and
tranquillity which might deceive one who had not the insight to detect the miracle taking place
underground, unseen to the eyes of man.

Today, the action of Truth, as taught by the Master, rediscovered by Mrs. Eddy, and now
planted in the hearts of humanity, is performing a miracle. Although the action seems peaceful,
yet those who have a finger on the pulse of present day affairs, recognize the signs of a mighty
spiritual fruitage for the world, coming from the sowing which Mrs. Eddy did in those tumultu-
ous pioneering days.

The question comes up, what is the soil in which the seed of Truth best germinates and
grows? Mary Baker Eddy had a deep desire for something beyond what the world could give, a
desire so strong that she was willing to endure misrepresentation, misunderstanding, persecution
and hardship in order to gain it. Any quality of thought that hungers enough to be willing to go
through such experiences, without losing sight of the object of that hunger, makes the finest
quality of thought in which to develop the incorruptible seed of Truth. The moment Mrs. Eddy’s
desire was awakened to discover the things of God, then all her background of determination
and persistence came to her aid, to help her eventually to attain the thing she wanted.

When desire is strong enough in a man or woman, he or she will let nothing stand in the
way, nor sidetrack either in the attaining of that goal. If one with such possibilities of attain-
ment can only be given the right goal to strive for, then attainment enriches all.

It is commonly believed that the best soil for spiritual achievement is represented by
human qualities of love, thoughtfulness, charity, etc. But such Christian qualities are effect and
not cause. Hence, the right soil is not indicated by what one manifests, but by the motive in
thought which prompts the manifestation. Contrary to the evidence, the Master found good soil
in Mary Magdalen. Although the manifestation was obnoxious, yet the underlying motive was
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good. The reverse of this is the deception of a fine outward expression, where the motive is
selfish and wrong. The rich young man who came to Jesus had a fine outward expression; yet
the Master unerringly detected the underlying selfishness, the desire to be well thought of by
others. The Master told him to sell all and give to the poor — to eliminate all the seemingly good
outward manifestation and give attention to correcting the poor inward motive.

From this it follows, that in reference to their Leader, Christian Scientists stand on this
platform: that Mrs. Eddy’s final spiritual goal demonstrates beyond all question the integrity and
rightness of her underlying motive that animated her throughout her experience. Let critics tear
the outward manifestation of her life to pieces and say whatever error directs them to. But, until
they can impugn her life motive, they can do her no harm.

When a broom is introduced into a room badly in need of cleaning, the clouds of dust
raised before the room is thoroughly swept, illustrate the action on the human mind, when the
cleansing properties of the divine Mind enter human thought with the purpose of purification. In
analyzing the value of stirring up dust which has been hidden for years, the only correct perspec-
tive can be gained through viewing the eventual results. Thus, no-one can rightly criticise a single
footstep Mrs. Eddy took, that did not seem to be in the direct line of spiritual progress, because
such footsteps had no effect in preventing her from reaching her ultimate goal, or fulfilling her
aspirations and desires, and no doubt each one was necessary in its own time as part of her
effort to determine the right road.

Sometimes the pioneer of spiritual truth may yield to certain false arguments, because
the strength necessary to stand at that time is not discerned. Sad experiences are needed to force
him or her to investigate the claims of evil which, like the newly-adapted transparent wrapping
called cellophane, are so imperceptible, that one cannot understand why a lofty spiritual desire
and a sanctified consistent life do not bring the right results, until further spiritual understanding
reveals this hidden claim, which is then destroyed through being seen as nothing. Such experi-
ences, which would be used by critical thought to try to rob a great reformer of entitled glory,
by setting forth a wrong picture, only point to the value and helpfulness of such a life, to those
desirous of following in the footsteps of the pioneer.

Those naturally great in the world’s history have not the value to humanity that is
commonly attributed to them, as compared with those who have acquired greatness through
struggle and self-denial; who, having been overcome by evil, are not discouraged, but press on to
final victory. These — recognizing the fallibility of human reason or experience as a guide to
enable them to surmount the obstacles which everyone must, in order to reach a divine status
above the limitations of age or dependence on physical strength — rise to that point where they
depend on the divine Mind alone and discover that it never fails them when it is appealed to
rightly. Such an experience is not only an individual triumph, but presents a great hope to all
the world, because it shows the possibility of each individual taking the same steps and arriving
at the same glorious results.

No-one is fit to touch the hem of Mrs. Eddy’s garment, to criticise one act in her life, to
emphasize one experience because it appears to be inconsistent with the spiritual perfection she
revealed as a possible attainment for all, unless such a one understands to some degree her
motives, what she had to overcome, and more than all else, the fact that she did accomplish and
attain in a large measure what she set forth as attainable, or unless he recognizes the radical
changes that have taken place in the lives of her followers who are consistent with her teachings.
No-one who has any correct knowledge of the facts, can gainsay the dignity, the normality, and



Mary Baker Eddy: Her Spiritual Footsteps 11

the sincerity of her followers who, knowing her as her enemies could never do, have never
changed their estimate of her unselfish purpose and her absolute divergence from those things of
the flesh, which so often draw men and women away from the object to which they have dedi-
cated their lives.

There is a certain jealous thought that would attempt to show that Mrs. Eddy’s object in
giving Christian Science to the world was to gain money. No-one could accuse Mrs. Eddy of the
love of money, or of being a miser, after he learns how freely she bestowed her fortune on
charity, and above all, to the building up of the Cause of Christian Science. Those who knew
Mrs. Eddy intimately can testify that the amount of money she spent on herself was very small.
For years she enjoyed no other form of recreation or pleasure than her daily drive. When she
was at an age when most people retire from active effort, the song of her life was that which she
said was the song of Christian Science, in her Message for 1900, “Work — work — work — watch
and pray.” She cared only to give to the world more clearly the principles which she felt confi-
dent would increase man’s faith in God, and would teach him the availability and value of the
divine Mind as being adequate for every human need, not only to relieve man from the depres-
sion, despair, and fear which so-called disease brings to man, but also to furnish him with that
unerring wisdom which alone can guide the individual and the nation aright, into the true harbor
of perpetual peace, spiritual Truth, and divine Love.
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Chapter Four

It is true in every direction that great pioneers have little time {o straighten roads and
beautify surroundings. This work is usually left to future generations. The pioneer must break
through the uncharted country, which is of itself a great attainment. One of the wonders of
Mrs. Eddy’s achievements is the fact that she was both Discoverer and Founder. Certainly those
who would criticise the paths she took, which at times were necessarily eircuitous, must have
little appreciation of her attainment, its value to the world and the honor due to such a one for
reaching the goal, especially if this goal be that inspiration which is the greatest goal of all,
namely, the desire and ability to unfold the process of right thinking and right living so that man
may be reunited to his Father in that heavenly sense of home, where joy and peace without
interruption attend man’s service of God. '

In considering Mrs. Eddy’s life and her so-called human experiences, one must bear in
mind that everything she did, every move she made, was with the express intention and determi-
nation to guard and protect at any cost this pearl of great price which to her would be her spir-
itual thinking, since, without this spiritual thinking, her value as Discoverer, as a Teacher, and as
a Leader would be rendered null and void. o

With the average person, the motive that impels him to take thought for his life, what he
should eat or drink, to be obedient to his physician and to the laws of health, is that he may
preserve his human health and life. This was not true of Mrs. Eddy as I knew her. To judge her
as one impelled by fear for her physical condition, or by the effort to preserve a human sense of
life, is entirely to misunderstand the motives from which her actions proceeded. Furthermore,
Mrs. Eddy passed on to her followers the valuable lesson that health proceeds from, and is the
manifestation of spiritual right thinking. Therefore, above all, the student attempts to guard and
preserve from invasion the integrity of his thinking. Hence, he looks upon yielding to anger,
personal criticism, irritation, as well as to human satisfaction and human pleasure, as being the
natural enemies of his scientific right thinking. He watches lest his thought be contaminated by
yielding to these temptations as carefully as mankind in general would protect itself from poison
and undue exposure. The Christian Scientist knows well that his spiritual value to the world, his
ability to be used by God, the blessing he can extend to humanity, and his ability to relieve the
sick and suffering, the poor and discouraged, is in direct proportion to the attainment and pres-
ervation of his spiritual thinking.

The students in Mrs. Eddy’s home saw her assailed by error at times; but if they ever
considered that such errors were what might be termed natural manifestations, that would indi-
cate that they failed to realize that these errors were the impersonal attempt of mortal belief to
silence the voice of Truth as it spoke through our Leader, to prevent the continuation of her
teaching, guidance, and watchful direction, the loss of which might have left the Cause in a state
of confusion and fear. Above all, Mrs. Eddy had overcome dependence on physicality and had
handled the common claims of sickness. The phases of error and sickness which assailed Mrs.
Eddy were, therefore, the attempt of evil minds to crucify her as they did the Master. What was
uppermost in Mrs. Eddy’s thought was not any fear of death coming through a human desire to
live, but the realization of the vital importance of remaining to finish her work for the Cause.
She saw the work that needed to be done and was able to make the demonstration, which was
to remain and do it.
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Chapter Five

Mrs. Eddy’s teachings, properly understood, disclose that there is no effect existing in the
world, not even the fall of a sparrow, that is not the manifestation of mind as cause. Therefore,
as we gain the recognition that the most insignificant as well as the most notable manifestations
are purely the outward expression, either of the fact that man is letting error gain control of his
thinking, or else is letting go of the claim, we can see that the life of Mrs. Eddy given merely as
an accurate rehearsal of events, has no practical value, unless the student has the insight to trace
the development of the thoughts of which these outward events were but the visible expression.

Therefore, the true history of Mrs. Eddy must be a record of her mental struggle to
throw off the domination of mortal belief in all its phases, from the aggressive to the somnolent
— thereby letting in light.

Mrs. Eddy reserved her strongest rebukes, not for the evidence of fear and disturbance in
the students, but for those phases of human thought which produced a quiet feeling of satisfac-
tion, that all was well with the world. She fought this apathy, called it mental drunkenness, a
peace, peace where there was no peace, and insisted upon the students fighting it, — insisted
with more persistence than she did when it came to the aggressive and disturbing phases of
experience and thought. Undoubtedly she knew that the students needed no prodding to per-
suade them to fight that which produces discomfort and fear, whereas it was necessary for her to
waken them from the false comfort of a false peace, a human peace not based on a triumphant
sense of good, but a sympathy with error.

It requires a well-developed spiritual thought to be able to trace the mental cause from
its human manifestation. No-one without it could have detected any difference between the
offerings brought by Cain and Abel. Yet, the Lord, or spiritual perception, had not respect unto
Cain’s offering because it was discerned that back of it was the human, and not the divine Mind.
This fact was exposed tc be true because of the murder of Abel by Cain which followed. To
some degree the necromancers of Egypt, through false thinking, produced the same outward
appearance in results as did Moses through right thinking. Beyond a certain point, however, the
human mind cannot follow the divine Mind. This point is illustrated in the healing of the sick
through Christian Science, where the outward appearance of restored health might not differ
from a case which recovered under medical aid; yet, in the former case, unknown to the benefi-
ciary, a spiritual inflow has been started, the result of which marks the final overthrow of all
matter. It is at this point of demarcation that the student, who is capable of translating effect
back to cause, must begin, in order to set forth to the inquirer the true demonstration of Mrs.
Eddy, the casting off of those activities of mortal mind, manifested both in the malicious and
the natural, which becloud vision and shut man off from being taught of God. There is little use,
however, in attempting to explain Mrs. Eddy’s life from the spiritual standpoint to those who are
so dulled mentally, that they would insist that Moses’ mental operations were the same as those
of the necromancers, — a supposition which would put Moses’ demonstration on the level of the
human, implying that he used the human mind, instead of the divine, to produce his results.

What use would it be to try to unfold spiritual facts to one who insisted that the offer-
ings of Cain and Abel were alike in value because of their outward appearance? The greater works
which the Master promises, and which follow when man’s thought goes to the Father, can alone
convince one’s beclouded sense of the true divinity of the thought back of the works, since
beclouded sense sees no further than the surface from which to judge. .
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If mind is causation, then every effect must follow a mental cause. Only as this is under-
stood can the importance be recognized of replacing the so-called human mind with the divine.
Otherwise one will judge effects at their face value, regardless of the cause back of them. The
standard Mrs. Eddy presented is, that no matter how wonderful effect may appear to be, it is to
be cast aside as worthless unless the cause is spiritual and hence, right. From this is it not appar-
ent that the greatest study, the most important study that can be made by the student desiring
to gain a comprehensive and demonstrable understanding of Mrs. Eddy’s experience and revela-
tion, must be the study of her life, not as a series of human vicissitudes, but as a development of
the spiritual seed, which taking lodgment in the receptive and good soil of her thought, began to
shake her life to its very foundation, and to drive her through those human experiences from
which she learned that every attempt to find lasting peace, security, or health in any phase of
human thought, no matter how good it might appear to be on the surface, is an impossibility?
She discovered and passed on to us, as a priceless boon won through costly struggles, the knowl-
edge that only as we find our happiness and our true spiritual destiny in receiving the things of
God and giving them out to humanity, do we approach the divine standard.

Mrs. Eddy surrounded herself with students of Christian Science, who, through sincerity
and sacrifice, were ready to give their all to help support and sustain their beloved Leader. Be-
cause of their inability to be sustained on her spiritual plane, however, their attempts were both
helpful and deterring; helpful when Mrs. Eddy, by her admonitions and her sharp rebukes, as
well as by the spiritually sustaining power of her support, enabled them to unite with her in
sending out a great volume of constructive and protective thought, which was felt all over the
world; deterring when the rising flood of animal magnetism reached those students who were on
a lower plane, and, thereby, gave her the double task of saving herself and her students as well.
Jesus had the same experience with his disciples. They left him unsupported when he needed
them the most. Yet, in spite of denial and betrayal, he accomplished his demonstration and
finished his work. What is more wonderful, he left the perpetuation of his teaching in the hands
of these disciples, who through their understanding of his life and the mental force at work to
prevent the accomplishment of his divine purpose, were able to give to the world his important
teachings, which would uncover evil and free man from it, thus enabling him to touch the gar-
ment of Truth. '

Mrs. Eddy knew that the students who labored to help her and do things for her, did
them either through demonstration or animal magnetism. There can be no middle ground. We
have seen a boy’s whole life ruined by a mother’s love and kindness. Does that not prove that
that love must have been directed by animal magnetism, in order to produce such an unhappy
result?

When a student loved the Leader and desired with the whole heart to help her, he or she
was apt to believe that such a desire to serve, prompted by a great sense of love, could not help
being productive of good results. Yet, without the right demonstration, all that love was of no
value. In fact, the reverse was true. Often it would result in discord and bring a wave of error
into the home.

There is no half-way position. “Ye cannot serve God and mammon.”” No-one can be a
channel for Truth and error at the same time. There are only two motivating or directing forces,
the divine Mind or animal magnetism, one of which goes out when the other comes in.

The natural human tendency is to let one’s thought and ideals come forth into activity
covered tp with that which seems good on the surface, but with animal magnetism as the source.
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Unless, however, one makes a definite effort to work out of this inclination, he is bound to be
governed by animal magnetism. No matter how sweet and loving the effort may seem, the object
of animal magnetism is always to prevent or to break up the action of scientific demonstration.
This explains why it was such a difficult task to serve the Leader in a way that was both scien-
tific and constructive.

Although the mantle that clothed the effort might be human sweetness and love, so that
the student would think the effort must be good because the mantle was good, yet Mrs. Eddy
saw through this and perceived the underlying animal magnetism.

How difficult for the students to accept as a fact that which she declared she saw in
them, when they could not see it in themselves! How difficult to accept a rebuke based on
something they could not see! To my knowledge Mrs. Eddy designated one of her active students
a “moral idiot,” and yet that student was conscious only of a love for the Leader and an active,
honest desire to help her and the Cause. -

This could be illustrated by a student bringing Mrs. Eddy a beautiful wreath and receiving
a rebuke because Mrs. Eddy detected branches of poison ivy hidden in the wreath. The student
who did not see the poison ivy would not understand.

The kindly thought of the unspiritual so neutralizes the underlying animal magnetism,
that it is not recognized. Mrs. Eddy, however, was never deceived. The result was that she re-
buked students when they felt that she was unjust, because they were performing their duties
with such a great sense of love and loyalty. Notwithstanding, Mrs. Eddy knew when the directing
thought back of these activities was animal magnetism, or divine Mind. Hence, no student could
rightly fulfill his or her privileged obligation to our Leader, when he was not making the definite
attempt to do everything, no matter how simple, from the standpoint of demonstration.

I repeat that one of the sources of misunderstanding of Mrs. Eddy on the part of her
students was their failure to trace effect back to cause and perceive that when she rebuked them
for outward acts, no matter how trivial, it was because she lived so much in Mind that these
outward things to her represented the continual inward struggle, the ebbing and flowing of
thought as, under the greatest kind of mental pressure, mortal belief or human thinking would
creep into the thought in the home and then be driven out again.

Years ago the Mississippi river was systematically hemmed in by dikes in order that the
stream would flow down and be lost in the gulf, instead of spreading over the country. At times,
during this great undertaking, when a dike gave way, no attention was paid to the water as it
rushed through the break. Every effort was concentrated on repairing the breach to prevent
further devastation.

From this illustration, one can see that the true interpretation of Mrs. Eddy’s guidance in
handling her students so that they might be of the utmost value to her and the Cause, was to
realize that she detected that their protection against the flood of animal magnetism was weaken-
ing and their thought in danger of being inundated, when some of them began to lose their
mental alertness, which Mrs. Eddy called a state of mental drunkenness. Nevertheless, it seemed a
great trial, — when a sense of this peace induced by apathy caused us all to feel so harmonious,
where we felt that the Cause of Christian Science was progressing, that everybody was at his or
her post of duty in the home, and all was well, — to have it rudely invaded by the one who
watched so lovingly and persistently, yet, who would give the rebuke for that which seemed
unimportant, or insignificant. Mrs. Eddy, however, from her mental height, looked down and saw
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the small beginning of a leak in our thought, into which animal magnetism had begun to flow.
She knew that if it were not stopped, serious results might happen to the spiritual thought in the
home, to the growth of the student, and to the activities for which he or she were responsible.
Mrs. Eddy rightly expected that those students had assimilated her teachings sufficiently so that
they would know that she was not criticising effect, but through effect was pointing to the
cause, and that they would perceive the value of this rebuke, and fortify themselves spiritually.
At this point it is well to state that when any student was thus mentally fortified he was not
rebuked by our beloved Leader. Yet, no student could keep himself or herself at all times at the
high point of alertness necessary to understand the subtlety of error. So how fortunate we were
to have such an alert spiritual Leader who could understand, and who had enough love in her
heart, and interest in her students to awaken them as the need arose.
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Chapter Six

The early environment of Mary Baker Eddy was Calvinistic, which means that the whole
trend of thought at that time was on the serious side, with long sermons and solemn Sabbaths.
But Mrs. Eddy was reaching out for warmth and joy and, not finding it in the church of her
fathers, she sought it in the intellect, in literature, and in poetry. It is reasonable to believe that
this early solemnity of thought was a better field to take off from, than would be one so grown
up with beautiful vegetation, that it offered little opportunity for an airplane to taxi around in
order to gain the necessary speed. You must have a clear field for a good take-off, and the bar-
ren Calvinistic field was well suited to this purpose. In such a doctrine was to be found little
human warmth or mental recreation to balance properly the somberness of thought. It was a
faith which contained little sweetness to make it attractive. For this reason, no-one could long
sustain his or her interest in it except from a sense of duty — and duty carries man but a short
distance along the spiritual path. First Mrs. Eddy turned to the intellect, believing that through
study and the acquiring of book knowledge, she might meet her needs. However, intellectual
pursuits never constitute anything more than a mental skeleton, even though they may furnish a
preliminary scaffolding. Such has no value unless filled out with beauty, warmth and desirability.
The valley of dry bones, in Ezekiel 37, represents the effort to gain spirituality through the
intellect — yet the moment any true spirituality is borne in on such a thought, the bones come
to life, take on beauty and form, and express the graces of the Spirit.

There is an error abroad that attempts to set forth that, in her early days, Mrs. Eddy had
these graces of the Spirit naturally. If this were true, then unlike the students she taught and the
members of her church, she made no spiritual progress — yet, if there is any one thing we must
conclude concerning Mrs. Eddy, it was that her spiritual understanding was continually develop-
ing and growing. In order to understand all of her steps, however, one must understand her first
steps. If these had been complete, it would imply that she made no progress.

When our troops surprised the Hessians, who were the soldiers hired by the British in the
Revolutionary war, they were celebrating Christmas, and were full of meat and drink. This was a
celebration of enjoyment and religious loyalty, which normally would be considered not only
harmless, but orderly and proper. Yet, as far as results were concerned, the soldiers might just as
well have swallowed deadly poison and been on their death beds, since, because of the circum-
stances, they fell an easy prey to the sword.

Does not this illustration show why human satisfaction and well-being exhibited by her
students disturbed Mrs. Eddy? Her rebukes were based on her knowledge that such a mental con-
dition was just as effective in clogging thought, and so barring the spiritual idea from man’s
door, as would be fear, which forcibly ejects the spiritual idea. Yet, there is this difference:
when the spiritual idea is forcibly ejected, you desire to regain it more than anything else in the
world. If you have learned any processes that will bring the Christ back, you will put forth every
energy in order to accomplish this. On the other hand, when the spiritual idea is barred because
of human satisfaction and apathy, man’s desire grows indifferent, unless sharply rebuked, and
indifference is just as effective in keeping it out as would be a window heavily barred.

There is a temptation that has been put forth by error, for man to believe that the wis-
dom which alone can guide the Christian Scientist aright, is something which may be developed
through experience, or by the mere human study of Mrs. Eddy’s works. Yet, the sum total of
her teaching is that divine wisdom is that wisdom which comes from God; it cannot be devel-
oped, but must be reflected. Hence, the study of Christian Science through the Bible and Mrs.
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Eddy’s writings, plus the effort to demonstrate her teachings, is necessary to enable the student
to locate, understand and neutralize those errors that fill thought, and effectively prevent the
wisdom of God from entering the hearts of men. So, logically, anything that prevents the things
of God from being reflected by His idea, man, must be considered the enemy of the student, no
matter how apparently good. This assertion will help to explain Mrs. Eddy’s frequent rebukes for
that which, on the surface, did not seem to merit such a rebuke. It is interesting to note this
perplexing point, that Mrs. Eddy did not rebuke evil, in the common use of that word — she
rebuked that which she knew to be a spiritual deterrent in the student’s efforts to hold up her
hands. Evil is self-explanatory in calling attention to one’s erroneous human thinking, whereas
human good, which also has its origin in human thinking, and hence is a natural enemy of God,
is something that may require a loving explanation by a spiritually-minded person, who is able to
detect the error — in order to be seen as evil.

At times Mrs. Eddy seemed to expect and need the demonstration of the students in
maintaining the spiritual atmosphere of the home. While her faith in their ability stimulated
them to do good work in this direction, yet mature consideration informs us that, without the
spiritual support which she lent her household, their demonstration would never have accom-
plished the desired results.

Who of Mrs. Eddy’s students have since experienced the spiritual uplift which was felt at
Pleasant View, the free-flowing of spiritual thought which comes from God alone, the continuous
harmony of mind and body? This should prove that Mrs. Eddy’s part in preserving the spiritual
atmosphere of the home was of primary importance, even though the students contributed their
share, under her direction. Mrs. Eddy not only supplied the larger part of the spiritual uplift
through her own mental ministrations, but also watched over the students with such great care that,
when she perceived error menacing them, she forced them to drive it out. No matter how high
the student’s thought might be in the spiritual scale, she required him to rise still higher toward
the limitless spiritual ideal. Thus, whatever work the students did that was spiritually efficacious
in maintaining an atmosphere of spiritual harmony in the home, was directly due to Mrs. Eddy’s
continued watchfulness over her helpers, her willingness to assume full responsibility for the
demonstration, (if help was not forthcoming from the students), and her unselfed love, which
gave the needed rebuke without counting the possible cost. As she says in Science and Health,
page 571, “It requires the spirit of our blessed Master to tell a man his faults, and so risk human
displeasure for the sake of doing right and benefiting our race.”

If those consecrated workers who are with us today and who were privileged to work in
that blessed home, will seek spiritual self-analysis, will strive to understand the motive that gov-
erned all of Mrs. Eddy’s actions and to see, without prejudice or sentiment, mental cause and
effect; the relation of Mrs. Eddy to her students; the effect of her clear thought upon the Chris-
tian Science Movement, as well as upon all the nations of the earth; and to perceive her use of
every human problem to establish spiritual understanding and development; then these students
may be of inestimable value to the field in laying out these facts, and in assisting those who
could not have the privilege of a personal contact with our beloved Leader, in gaining their
appreciation of Mrs. Eddy’s mental history, from which alone can be deduced the footsteps
leading up to the throne of God.

It was the Mind of God reflected by the Master which taught his disciples and left the
spiritual precepts which are for the guidance of the whole world. It was the Mind of God which
was in Christ Jesus to which he referred when he said, “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the
end.” So it must be the attainment of the reflection of that Mind, which comes through its
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guidance and of the spiritual perception of the processes by which the human mind is taught to
lay off its limitation and human qualities, which will finally bring man to the reflection of infal-
lible wisdom. Thus, the vital thing that interests the true Christian Scientist must be the under-
standing of these mental processes; and whatever may be correctly set forth about the mental
life of the one who has attained the reflection of this divine Mind in a great degree, would be
the knowledge above price to which we all aspire.

This leads to the conclusion that there is nothing insignificant in revelation. The simplest
statements are fraught with the most profound meaning. Acts which seem trivial, have a spiritual
analysis. Mrs. Eddy’s own teachings reiterate that the evidence of the material senses is the re-
verse of the spiritual fact. Therefore, how could you be sure that you we