MAINTAINED BY THE ALL-MIGHTY

One often hears in many churches the announcement that, “This church is main-
tained by the voluntary contributions of the members and attendants.” To human sense
this may be true, yet it is not a fact; nor is it scientific to make such a statement. The
church, as a matter of fact, is sustained by God, and He it is who answers its every call,
just to the extent that it is recognized that He and He alone is the sole fountain, or support.

Occasionally we hear churches making calls for money from the rostrum. In
nearly every instance, the call is answered by a sum forthcoming; but this is merely tempo-
rary, a sop to Cerberus, for soon another call shall become necessary, and so on'ad
infinittm.

The better and the ultimate way is to feel the living ever-presence and power of
God, at which time the expression of “God with us” is scientifically forthcoming. To
employ the method of stating that the church “is maintained solely by the voluntary contri-
butions of the members and attendants,” is to look directly to mortal man, with little or no
reference to God; whereas, to recognize the omnipresence of God and His qualities and
attributes, is to look to God as the only fountain, the only support — our staff (that on
which we lean).

How would those who read and hear such notices feel if, like Moses, we were in
the midst of a great wilderness and naught else than sandy waste, hot burning air and
scorching sun, with no persons (members or attendants) to look to for help, with perhaps
no money to buy, and nothing to buy if the money was there? Moses was not only
confronted with such a situation; but there were over three million people relying on him
for food and water; and this sustenance must come speedily or they would die of hunger
and thirst!

To turn to God and His omnipresent health, life, abundance, plenty and affluence,
was the only thing left for Moses to do. This is just what Moses did, and as a result there
was given to the children of Israel a food of which they had never known before, and of
which none have known since; the very name of which signified an unknown substance
and origin. It was called, “Manna,” which means, “What isit?”’ Or, asa modern translator
puts it in a moment of spiritual insight, “What isman?” Whereby, it would seem that the
supply came as a result of knowing what manis.

Think for amoment of this wonderful expression of Spirit! Of this Spirit being
supreme, omnipresent and omnipotent, and the fountain of all good! Food enough for
over three million people, and for forty years too, whenever and wherever they might be in
this vast wilderness! When these people became impatient and cried for other food, there
was delivered right at their door enough quail to feed this great multitude for some thirty
days!

It is interesting to note, right here, that in the many instances of so-called miracu-
lous appearance of the abundance and plenty of Infinity recited in the Bible, in practically
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every case, this abundance of God was manifest in an extremity, when no possible help
could come from man, or other like human agencies.

The foregoing is an excellent instance of this, as was also the experience of Elijah,
who, through the utilization of spiritual sense only, was able in a time of famine (always a
refusal to turn to God) to be fed by the ravens at the brook Cherith. Afterward, when the
brook dried up by reason of drought (no vision or no reliance on the ever-present Su-
preme Being) he was divinely directed to seek out a certain widow (one bound to Truth
and not to the earth) who, when found, was about to use the last portion of her remaining
food, a little meal and oil (revelation and inspiration), to bake one last cake for herself and
only son (the risen consciousness), after which (as she believed because she was taking
the testimony of the material senses) death by starvation stared them in the face.

Elijah asked herto give to him first (one must always give to God of the first fruits,
the fruits of the Christ, faith and reliance on His word), which she did; and by reason of her
evident rising to a higher condition of confidence in that Spirit, or the Word of God, and
trusting in God under the direction of this great prophet (man of God), she and her boy,
and Elijah, too, were sustained for many months; all as a result of their faith and courage,
or their reliance on and confidence in God’s Word to the world that He is the sole fountain
of everlasting good, for we read that the barrel of meal (Word of God) wasted not and
neither did the cruse of oil (inspiration) fail.

Later on, when Elijah believed he was doomed to starve in the wilderness of
mortal mind fears and human opinions, and fell asleep (not awake to the ever-presence of
good), exhausted, awaiting death, he was awakened (uplified by arevelation from God)
and found a cruse of water (with which to wash himself clean of the false opinions and
fears of the human consciousness) by his side (God by his side), and on the coals a cake
baked, of which he partook, and thereby was sustained for some forty days.

Other instances of the appearance of abundance are to be found in the experience
of Elisha on whom fell the mantle, or Word of God, of Elijah. Atatime of famine (again no
vision or inspiration), he was enabled to feed a hundred sons of the prophets (those par-
tially awake to His great presence, or, in the “Second Degree” in Science and Health,
page 115), through the multiplication (enlarging our vision) of the bread and corn (the
Word of God). The utilization of this same spiritual sense (God always with us) by Elisha,
increasing the pot of 0il (God magnified to his apprehension), saved a widow and her two
sons from the terrible experience and consequence of slavery (bondage to personal sense
testimony, or human opinions).

Did not Jesus, also, through his advanced spiritual understanding, pay his taxes by
instructing Peter to take from the first fish that he caught a sufficiency of silver with which
to pay the debt? On two other occasions, did not Jesus in the wilderness feed at one time
over four thousand people, and at another time five thousand people, not counting the
women and children? Truly, this is the way to be sustained.

In none of these instances could help be received from men (members and atten-
dants), or from aught but God, and in each case it was “man’s extremity.” From this it
would seem almost as though one would not turn wholly to God, as the sole and only
means of support, unless all other hope was eliminated.

We, too, must rely upon God sooner or later, and not upon men or the ways of
men. Early and late, the law of God is always operative, so why not use it now? Why
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wait for the time when we are in our extremity? Why delay it? Delay makes things worse,
and each passing moment makes it just that much more difficult to arise from the lethargy
and apathy of the darkened senses.

It is not as though we had to produce a certain amount of money, or food, or
whatsoever it may be that is required. The required care is already present; the
manifest abundance is here now. “When will mankind awake to know their present
ownership of all good?” (The First Church of Christ, Scientist and Miscellany) Just
as it is a fact that the sun never revolves around the earth, but is always stationary in
its relationship to the earth; the claim that it did revolve around the earth, was only the
distorted vision of a material sense, or the personal senses. If one ponders for a
moment, he will see that the world did not have to be healed of a revolving sun; but
that those who relied on personal sense testimony, and suffered because of this false
and unstable reliance, had to be educated out of their ignorance of the true state of
affairs. The normal sun was stationary in its relation to the earth all the time, and,
being normal, was notrevolving, This s, the sun was stationary in its relation to the earth,
and was not and never had been a revolving sun. The earth revolved, and not the sun.
There is, as a matter of fact, no material sun or material earth, for there is no matter; and it
is for each one to arise to that higher spiritual sense where the truth of being is clearly
cognized. We arrived long ago, however, at the point where we recognized and accepted
the fact, or the truism, that the sun was not revolving around the earth, but that the earth
revolved around the sun; and now in our onward march (always away from human con-
sciousness), we should begin to so magnify Him in our human apprehension of this divine
ever-presence, as to recognize that there is but One, and only One, to sustain and support,
and that One is God.

As the sun does not revolve around the earth, so in the spiritual universe
there does not exist any such thing as disease, sin or death; for it is true that God,
Spirit, is ever-present, and this omnipresence precludes the possibility of aught else
being present. Therefore, we do not try to heal sin, disease or death, or depend on
“members and attendants” for sustenance, any more than we would try to heal a sun, but
our endeavor is to become conscious of the unalterable truth of being, and, to the degree
that we do this, we dispel all false viewpoints.

Becoming conscious of the everlasting frue being, of the presence of health,
Life, peace, abundance, affluence and plenty, the false sense of church (Christ-conscious-
ness) being dependent on “members and attendants” for its support, is completely
obliterated.

There exist today many great plants called radio broadcasting stations. Any one
of these stations is constantly sending forth power manifest as messages of various kinds.
These messages are present with us at this moment, wherever we may be. We do not hear
them because we do not “listen in.” Our consciousness is so coarse, or so little attuned to
the delicate ethereal waves which convey these sounds, that we do not hear or use them.
So we go outside of our human organization and have what is called a receiving station,;
thus we bring these already present things to our ken. We are trained normally to hearalot -
of things, of course; we can hear the trolleys go by; we can hear any amount of gossip, and
a great deal about sin, disease, death and money; but we do not yet hear the things which
come to us on the more delicate waves. When we “listen in” to the broadcasting station,
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we hear and receive the messages; and if we wish, we may attach an amplifier to the
instrument which delivers the messages to all who may be in the room; we can listen also
to sweet music, good news, uplifting lectures, or whatever we wish.

Similarly, there is the great white Christ constantly and continuously broadcasting
the power of God to the whole universe. “The ‘still, small voice’ of scientific thought
reaches over continent and ocean to the globe’s remotest bound. The inaudible voice of
Truth is, to the human mind, ‘as when a lion roareth.’ It is heard in the desert and in dark
places of fear.” (Science and Health)

When we do not hear this broadcast message from the Christ, or when we do
not receive the benefit of God’s power, it is not because it is not present with its
health, peace, abundance, plenty, joy, activity, strength, beauty, color, for it is always
present. When we thus fail to receive it, it is because we have not “listened in,” or, as
Jesus said: “Thou hearest with one ear [but the other thou hast closed] (The “Logia”
1897). In fact, then, just to the degree that we do “listen in” to the Christ and receive
this message of God, just to that extent do we become practitioners of God, Truth, or
the true Science of Being, even as Elijah and Elisha, and other of the prophets.

When we do hear this message, we can become, if we will, amplifiers, and send
forth the message to others who may come to us for help, and we can do this either
present or at a so-called distance. Likewise, to the measure of their child-likeness do
they, too, “listen in,” and in turn, they become amplifiers and send forth messages of the
Word of God, even as the two widows and Elijah, and as Jesus fed the multitudes.

The question is, then, “How shall we ‘listen in?” Solomon tells us distinctly how to
doit. He says, “Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the first fruits of all thine
increase: So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new
wine [inspiration]” Or, honour the Lord by turning to Him and doing His will, and let this
“doing His will” be first forever, and always in our consciousness. Then that conscious-
ness will be filled full with the plenty of spiritual ideas, and shall “burst out” with newly
inspired revelations and unfoldments of His presence; these in turn give us confidence in
His word, in His promises, manifest as the requirements for our daily life.

The prophet Malachi, in similar terms, tells us how to scientifically “listen in” by the
utilization of spiritual sense only, or that “tree of life” which we are told to eat of without
stint. Thus do we multiply, or broadcast, spiritual ideas; or “listen in” by recognizing
spiritual sense only and acknowledging no other.

Then, we become conscious of this omnipresence of God’s riches, which are
our riches too; we become conscious of the omnipotence of God, of the Life which is
God, of the Love which is God, of the peace which is God, of the joy of God, of the
health of God, of the activity of God; all of which were here all the time, and which
throughout all eternity will continue to be here. They were here for us to use even at
the time we were listening to the personal senses, or the opinions of men, which said
they were not here.

To illustrate; There was a practitioner who had that spiritual sense to “listen
in” to the great, white-Christ radio which is broadcasting the word or power of God
throughout the whole universe. To this practitioner came a man who was in trouble;
the trouble matters not in this work, but in this instance I will say that it was financial
distress which led him to the practitioner. The latter prayed, or “listened in.” To the
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measure that he heard the voice of the Christ, to that measure he well knew that the call
was answered. As expected, in a little while, word came that the work had been done.
Now, what happened was this: The practitioner received the broadcast message of Truth,
and, as it came to him, he amplified it. The applicant for help heard the message, and he,
too, amplified it throughout his consciousness; thus the word came to the delinquent
debtor and he, too, amplified the message by doing the Word of God — “Owe no man
any thing, but to love one another [rely on God, and God only].” (Romans)

It is ever the same under all circumstances; we should each one of us “listen in” to
the great, white-Christ which is unceasingly broadcasting the Truth, manifested to us as
health, power, light, peace, Love, Life, beauty, color, harmony, happiness, abundance,
plenty, affluence — with no borders, a limitless universe. We must let this Christ-power
and light come into the darkness of our human consciousness, and it will obliterate entirely
the mortal or carnal mind with its false viewpoints.

To the degree that this is done, does the darkness of mortal mind with its false
standpoints disappear, and just to that degree is the multitude in the churches fed and
the bills paid; the support resting on His word, and not on the “members or atten-
dants” who have come for that same food which Jesus gave out to the multitudes —
spiritual uplift, or the “come up hither” of Revelation.
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