
The necessity of right relationships
(Luke 12:51-59)

"Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on earth? I tell you,
Nay; but rather division: for from henceforth there shall be five in one
house divided, three against two, and two against three. The father
shall be divided against the son, and the son against the father; the
mother against the daughter, and the daughter against the mother;
the mother in law against her daughter in law, and the daughter in
law against her mother in law. And he said also to the people, When
ye see a cloud rise out of the west, straightway ye say, There cometh
a shower; and so it is. And when ye see the south wind blow, ye say,
There will be heat; and it cometh to pass. Ye hypocrites, ye can
discern the face of the sky and of the earth; but how is it that ye do
not discern this time? Yea, and why even of yourselves judge ye not
what is right? When thou goest with thine adversary to the magis
trate, as thou art in the way, give diligence that thou mayest be
delivered from him; lest he hale thee to the judge, and the judge
deliver thee to the officer, and the officer cast thee into prison. I tell
thee, thou shalt not depart thence, till thou hast paid the very last
mite."

Because Jesus was the supreme Scientist, it is natural that all his
statements, couched as they were in parable-pictures, should be full of
meaning for the student. Mrs Eddy tells us that he was "the most
scientific man that ever trod the globe. He plunged beneath the
material surface of things, and found the spiritual cause" (S&H 313:
23-26). Here in these verses we find teaching which it is essential to
accept in its full purpose, both as regards our human life here on
earth and our spiritual life which, although already established, has
yet to be understood by us more fully than at present.
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