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there is anything wrong in the material world and you realize
clearly enough the nature of God and His Christ, the
difficulty instantly disappears.

The Second Coming of Christ

This knowledge of the fact that man is not a material
being, liable to sin, disease, and trouble of every kind, but
that he is a perfect being in heaven, "in Christ." i.e. part of
God's consciousness, is the second coming of Christ; the
millennial second coming which like lightning is coming now
all over the world. "As the lightning cometh out of the east,
and shineth even unto the west; so also shall the coming of
the Son of man be" (Matt. 24:27). All the leading
philosophers have more or less taught that man is not
material.

What Philosophers have Taught

Pythagoras taught that man is immortal.
Zeno. whom Aristotle called "the Father of Logic." taught

that not only the substance and movement of things, but the
movement and change have no real existence of their own,
but are merely an illusion of the senses.

Parmenides, one of the great and noble men of the
past—for centuries they spoke of Parmidian nobleness—said
that the material world is merely "shadowy and illusionary
appearances without reality."

Plato taught that our real selves existed in Mind before we.
the material beings, were born. He said. "This world which
appears to the senses, has no true being." and spoke of its
comprehension as more illusion than knowledge.

Plotinus stated that matter is nothing.
Aristotle said that the "nous" of man is eternal and has no

birth, whereas the animal soul—the human mind—being
acquainted with perishable things, perishes with them.

Euclid said that evil is only an illusion of our sensuous
nature, and has no real existence.

Spinoza said that evil has no existence, for God is the only
substance.

St. Augustine, the founder of modern Christianity, said
that evil is not real.
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Sin Gives No Pleasure

When a man knows more, lie finds that sin gives no
pleasure whatsoever, and so he does his very best to give up
sinning. All the happiness there is in sin he can obtain without
it. Sin only reduces the happiness. Pleasure comes through
thoughts acting upon the mind right in this respect, and is
irrespective of the sin. Sometimes thoughts of sin and of
happiness come at the same time, sometimes they do not. In
the cinematographic pictures (to which I have earlier
compared material man and the material world), as far as I
am aware, you never get sin without subsequent evil thoughts
attacking the sinner, apparently due to the sin. but not really
so: for there is no cause and effect in the material world. The

evil which overtakes the wrongdoer is in the cinematographic
pictures following after the sin. If there were cause and effect
in the material world the sinner would be bound to get the
punishment after the sin. but if a man treats—prays
rightly—he can overcome the punishment for his sin. Every
time he overcomes the punishment he is less likely to sin in
future. The difficulty is that the feeling of the justice of the
punishment makes it difficult for him to treat and get right
away from all thought of the material world, either past or
present. If he could, the punishment would cease, and
ultimately the sin would cease.

One of the proofs of the above is that if a man is in the
habit of obtaining pleasure from intoxication, and. seeing him
about to take liquor you treat so that the desire goes and he
does not do so. you will find that he will lose none of the
pleasure that he would have derived from the drinking. It is
true that he will give you some material reason why he
appeared to have had happiness: it may merely be from the
feeling that he had been able to refrain from his vicious habit.
You can destroy the evil, but you cannot in any way destroy
the good, and therefore whilst the desire for drink goes,, the
pleasure remains, the latter being caused by thoughts of
happiness acting upon a mind that is fortunately in the
condition to respond to them.

Improvement of the So-called Mind

Man ultimately finds that sin is always followed by
punishment, and that the only way in which he can prevent
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