NOTES TO READERS

[December 1910 marks the year from which certain
statements in the body of this work must be reckoned.]

This presentation of facts does not pretend to be a collection of original
discoveries, nor is it a polished literary work. It is a gathering together of
the latest scientific, religious, and philosophical discoveries, a technical
statement of facts reviewed in the light of the great truth that is now
breaking in upon a waiting and wondering world, weary of useless theories
and sick of speculative hypotheses.

The main points dealt with were touched upon, more or less fully, in a
lecture delivered at Letchworth, Hertfordshire, on August 12, 190g.
Having been asked to revise this for publication, I commenced to amplify
it. As the work progressed, it was found necessary to give facts and to
further elaborate and treat in detail the logical sequence of thought in
order to show the accuracy of the statements made. The fact that the work
has had to be done when already the whole of the day was taken up with
important professional duties, has rendered it impossible to do more than
present a mere succession of statements, which make no claim to literary
merit. ““Variety of language or beauty of diction must give place to close
analysis and unembellished thought” under. such circumstances.

In dealing with such infinite and vital subjects as God and man and the
universe, it is essential to preserve a sense of order, and state apparent
difficulties, before presenting their remedy. For this reason I would ask
the reader to spend no time upon such points in the first section as are
already known to him. On a second reading more attention may be given
to this portion, the value of which will then be better recognised.

Some may complain of the positiveness with which most of the state-
ments of fact are made. Time alone will prove to most people whether they
are correct or not.

Any hesitation in accepting the facts herein set forth will be found to
give way when these are submitted to the test of the action of the unalter-
able laws upon which they are based. It is within the power of each reader
to demonstrate for himself the truth of such facts by application of the
rules as stated. .

I can promise that no regrets will follow any time spent in study of the
laws referred to, when followed by practice of the habits of thought to
which attention is directed.

I feel sure that the Principle which has been followed throughout will
be sufficient to provide a logical solution of any difficulty, raised by the
simplest or deepest thinkers, either in the scientific or the religious worlds,
in connection with the vast subjects dealt with. .

The reason for giving many of the quotations throughout this work is
not for the purpose of proof, but to show how earnestly great thinkers, of
past and present times, have been and are now reaching out in search of a
scientific basis of knowledge, an unalterable Principle upon which they

v

o,

5

»
[e]

25

40



1

I

o}

5

o

vi NOTES TO READERS

could absolutely rely. I shall be grateful for any better quotations forth-
coming as a result of this publication of facts.

Unfortunately, in a few cases references cannot be given to the writers,
as the quotations are taken from miscellaneous notes made in the past. In
a few instances also I cannot even be quite sure whether the words are
my own notes or extracts from books read. I have also failed in many cases
to give the writers’ qualifications, and shall be grateful for any particulars
which will enable me in a future edition to give credit where credit is due,
or will allow readers to verify such quotations for themselves. In places,
phrases are shown as quotations without a reference to the known author,
and this for reasons that will be appreciated as the book is read and its
motives discerned.l

Numerous quotations from the Bible are-also given, as many of the
most earnest thinkers naturally value every confirmation of truth from this
source. Those who have had Christianity so put before them that their
logical minds will not allow them to adopt mis-stated truths, may think
that such references are too frequent. I hope that a large and important
body of thinkers will bear with this, owing to the fact that there are so
many who are helped by such confirmatory quotations. Each can, if he
prefers, pass them over,-and apply his whole attention to discover the truth

. as otherwise expressed. On reading through a second time, however, such
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readers will find in these Bible quotations an unexpected witness to every
statement of truth that has been put forward. It should be clearly under-
stood, however, that the scientific facts set forth in no way depend upon
even this most valuable testimony, as they are facts which are based upon
no written statement, but rest upon an unalterable Principle. They are
demonstrable living truths which will lift the reader away from the mere
field of material battle, where evil is uncovered only to be destroyed, into
the spiritual realm of harmonious reality. This kingdom, for which we are
all looking, is the new heaven and the new earth, the world of reality, which
is merely waiting man’s recognition and acceptance.

1EpiTor’s NoTE: In conformity with the author’s later statement in footnote
on page 316, these references are now given.



