Lesson IX

CHRIST JESUS

Preparation
Matt.: Chaps. 5-7

Markers

1. Matt. 10:8 9. Rev. 5:5

2. Mat. 9:2-8 10: John 6:33

3. John 8:58 11. John 1:9

4. Matt. 5:3-12 12. Matt. 17:9

5. 1 Cor. 10:4 13. Luke 24:4

6. John 15:1 14. John 20:12

7. John 10:11 15. Matt. 16:13-17
8. Rev. 17:14 16. Rev. 1:5

Lesson IX

CHRIST JESUS

For two thousand years the prophets told of the coming
Messiah. Finally he appeared and began his brief ministry.
In three short years he started a revolution which was to
gather momentum and sweep the West. It destroyed Greek
philosophy. It replaced barbarism with civilization. It
provided a basis for Western culture. It gave answers
where others could only ask questions. It emphasized
Spirit rather than the flesh.
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What was the prime distinction of Jesus’ ministry that
raised and separated it from all others? It was healing.
This was the keynote. Jesus devoted three solid years to
healing. He healed the sick and he healed the sinner.
He raised the dead and showed the way to a full salvation.
There are more than twenty-five individual healings
recorded in the Bible. Many others were performed and
the accounts say he healed all that were in need of healing.
Jesus daily and hourly healed the people. This was the
proof that he was the Messiah and that he spoke the truth.
This was what he enjoined upon others and was the sign
given to Moses. It showed that what Jesus said was of
greater value, more powerful and more truthful than all
that had been said before.

Jesus revealed a new name for God. That name was
Love. What hint of God as Love do we have from those
who preceded Jesus? There is very little. Some of the
earlier prophets healed, but none were able to teach
others to heal. Jesus was the first to reveal and prove God
to be Love and this enabled him to teach others to heal.
Love expresses man’s true relation to God and to his
fellow man. Love means infinite giving. Love is the ful-
filling of the law.

Until man learned of God’s impartial love to all it
was thought that healing was a special gift. Now all could
become kings and priests unto God. One cannot claim
to understand and practice Jesus’ Christianity unless he
can heal as he did. Jesus said (Matt. 10:8), “Heal the sick,
cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye
have received, freely give.” This is the order of difficulty
of the problems. It is easier to heal the sick than to cleanse
the lepers. It is easier to raise the dead than to cast out
devils.

Since Jesus could heal at will, he must have under-
stood how he performed the healing work. If a careful
study is made of Jesus’ healings with a view to discovering
how he performed his healing work, one will find that
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there is one healing which contains the key. This is the
healing of the palsied man in Matthew 9:2-8. It says,
“And, behold they brought to him a man sick of the
palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seecing their faith said
unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins
be forgiven thee. And, behold, certain of the scribes said
within themselves, This man blasphemeth. And Jesus
knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think ye evil in
your hearts? For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be
forgiven thee; or to say, Arise and walk?”’ Right here is
the key. Jesus says that healing sin and sickness are the
same. Let us consider this carefully. To heal a person of
sin, it is obvious that a person must first admit that he is
doing wrong and then stop doing it. The sin is mentally
committed first. The sinner must see that his thought is
wrong, correct it with the right idea and then put it into
practice. Healing sin is thus seen and acknowledged to be
an entirely mental process.

Now Jesus says that as it is with sin, so it is with
sickness. This means that sickness is a false mental con-
cept. Then it must be seen and acknowledged to be false,
corrected with the true idea, just as in the case of sin, and
then the true idea must be followed.

Sin is accepted as something which may be corrected
by changing one’s thinking. Jesus says that sickness is to
be healed in the same way. In other words, a sickness, like
sin, is due to holding in thought and following a sick
idea. It is to be corrected by a true idea. What is this
true idea? It is the fact that man is the image and likeness
of God. This idea held in thought will dispel the concept
of a sick man. This is the key to the healing performed by
Jesus. Just as sin is mental and healed in thought, so sick-
ness must be mental and healed in thought, if we accept
Jesus’ statement.

Is healing generally performed this way today? If not,
why not? When materialism crept into the church, spiri-
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tuality was lost and with it went the healing power. The
church was left only with healing sin and since the proof
as to whether or not a person was healed of sin could
be disputed, the church retained its claim to this power.
The healing of sickness was then taken over by the medical
faculty. Jesus taught that Christianity includes both, and
in the healing cited, he gave the key to the healing of
sickness.

The word “Christ” means “anointed.” It was essen-
tially a title. The word Jesus or Joshua means “saviour.”
Jesus was both a priest and a king or ruler in God’s king-
dom. Christ was the title of the office held by Jesus. In
English the title usually precedes the name, as in King
George, for instance; hence the equivalent would be Christ
Jesus. The Christ signified the Truth that Jesus revealed.
This Truth revealed by Jesus always existed, as when he
said, “Before Abraham was, I am” (John 8:58). The sub-
ject of Jesus and the Christ is so vast that many volumes
would be inadequate to cover it.

Jesus delivered a famous discourse called “The Sermon
on the Mount. The first portion of this sermon contains
the Beatitudes (Matt. 5:3-12). Verses 3-9 constitute the first
seven Beatitudes. These all deal with transformation of
the individual himself. They correspond with the seven
days of creation. They are in two groups of three each.
The second set of three is in one sense a repetition of the
first on a stronger level. The seventh corresponds to the
Sabbath. They are as follows:

Poor in Spirit
Mourn

Meek

Hunger and thirst
Merciful

Pure in heart
Peacemakers
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