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Then he told them to preach to all nations beginning
at Jerusalem (Luke 24:46,47). Next he appeared to Paul
and sent him to be the apostle to the Gentiles. The Gen-
tiles had no layer of tradition concerning the meaning of
the Law such as constituted the Church of Judah and
could receive the Christ in its simplicity.

Jesus was a Jew, taught by the Church, who tried to
reform the Church. He was rejected. He did not set about
starting a new church. His teachings constituted a purifica-
tion of the old and became the basis of the Christian
Church. Then the whole story was repeated over again.
The Christian Church became the Roman Catholic
Church. It became overlaid with ceremonies, dogma and
clerical interpretations with a vast priesthood. The origi-
nal simple spirituality of the early Christians and their
healing power disappeared. Finally, among others, ap-
peared a priest of the church, Luther, who tried to reform
it. The church was too powerful to be reformed. Conse-
quently, the upheaval called the Reformation occurred
and Protestantism was born. Getting the Bible into the
hands of the people brought on the Reformation. The
people could interpret the truth for themselves, and it
had little resemblance to priestly dogma.

Moses brought the Law. Elijah symbolized Prophecy.
Jesus fulfilled the Law in its higher meaning and in
reference to all those things written in the Law of Moses
concerning him. He fulfilled Prophecy because nearly
all the important prophecies of the Old Testament con-
cerned him (Luke 24:44,45). When about to complete his
work, he appeared on the Mount of Transfiguration with
Moses and Elijah thus symbolizing the fulfillment.

Let us observe that first there were the prophecies
preceding Jesus' appearance. Next came the prophecies
at the time of Jesus' birth. Then John the Baptist bore
witness, saying, “Behold the Lamb of God” (John 1:36).
Later Jesus said that his works bore witness to him and
were a greater witness than that of John (John 5:36). His
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healing work was a greater witness than prophecy because
it was the fulfillment of prophecy. There was no longer
any need for signs and symbols of the coming of Christ.
Jesus did not symbolize the man of prophecy. He was
that man.

It was of such crucial importance to understand his
position as the Christ and as God's witness (John 18:37)
that after his resurrection both on the walk to Emmaus
(Luke 24:13-32) and when meeting with the eleven (Luke
24:44,45) he explained the Scriptural prophecies concern-
ing himself and how he had fulfilled them.

To deny the Christ-example is to deny God’s method
of salvation and thus to cast aside the Holy Scriptures in
their true meaning. Hatred of Christ is the sin of the
ages. A proper sense of Jesus as God’s anointed, seen
throughout the Bible in his proper place, will heal such
sin with Love, the power which enabled the Master to
accomplish his healing work.

Jesus interpreted the Bible to the people by reading
from it and quoting from it. We must do the same. We
must read it, study it, and listen to how God has inter-
preted it to others. But we must keep going back to the
inspired Word of the Bible.

The spirit of prophecy is just as available today as in
Biblical times. By spiritualization of thought everyone may
become a priest and a prophet of God. In Numbers
11:26-29 we read that Eldad and Medad prophesied in the
camp, but that Joshua wanted Moses to forbid them, so
that Moses alone would be the prophet. But Moses re-
plied, “Would God that all the Lord’s people were
prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit upon
them!”
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