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This included the coasts of the Mediterranean in Europe
and Asia Minor. From here they spread northward over.
Europe and part of Asia.

The importance of Noah is attested by the validity
attributed to prophecy and by the references made by later
prophets about Noah. These statements constitute a valida-
tion of the story of Noah.

In IT Peter 1:21 we read, “Prophecy came not in olden
time by the will of man—but holy men of God spake as
they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”

In Isaiah 54:9 we read, “For this is as the waters
of Noah unto me-—for as I have sworn that the waters of
Noah should no more go over the earth so have I sworn
that I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee.”
This reference by Isaiah in quoting God’s statement is
a confirmation of the flood and a reminder of God’s
promise to Noah that there would never be another flood
of water that would cover the earth. It is also a statement
of the irrevocable nature of God’s promises.

In I Peter 3:20 we read, “Which sometime were dis-
obedient, when once the long suffering of God waited in
the days of Noah, while the ark was preparing, wherein
few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.” This implies
that God held off the flood until Noah was ready. Viewed
in the light of the fact that God who is good does not
cause evil, it can be seen that the flood of error was
held off by God’s power brought to bear by Noah’s unity
with God until he was ready to surmount it.

The Scripture tells us that Noah lived 950 years.
In Matthew, Jesus discussed the second coming of Christ.
In order to show that it would be a long time in the
future, he said (Matthew 24:37), “But as the days of Noe
were, so shall the coming of the son of man be.” This is
also a confirmation of Noah'’s great age.

In Luke 17:26,27 Jesus said, “And as it was in the
days of Noe, so shall it also be in the days of the Son
of man. They did eat, they drank, they married wives,
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they were given in marriage, until the day that Noe
entered into the ark, and the flood came and destroyed
them all.” This confirms the fact that, as stated in Genesis,
materialism occupied in the minds of the people and
eventually became the flood that overwhelmed them.

Previous to the flood Noah had been interested in
husbandry. Following the flood Noah planted a vineyard.
We do not know if Noah knew of the effects of wine.
He drank the wine and became drunk in his tent and
was unclothed. His son Ham came in and saw him and
went out and spread the story. However, his other two
sons, Shem and Japhet covered him and awaited his
recovery. As a consequence, Noah cursed Canaan and his
descendants, but blessed the others. Canaan was the son
of Ham and it was the land of Canaan which the Israelites
under Joshua eventually conquered and settled. The Is-
raelites were the descendants of Shem.

The action of the sons of Noah teaches us a valuable
lesson. When another is found to have a fault, we should
not spread it abroad and thus fasten it more firmly on
the individual, but rather we should keep it quiet and
endeavor to heal the problem and thus free the indivdual
from it.

Another son of Ham was Cush* (Gen. 10:6). A son of
Cush was Nimrod the hunter (Gen 10:8-10). The tower of
Babel was the beginning of Babylon in Chaldea (Shinar).
Cush was the founder and Nimrod the first king. Cush and
Nimrod were the leaders in the tower-building program
and the falling away of mankind from the true way.

Cush was identical with Belus or Bel or Baal. Bel
signified the Confounder. Cush or Bel confounded the
people by their efforts to build the tower of Babel to
heaven. Originally they were of one language but Cush
or Bel confounded their language. Another form of Cush

# See Hislop, “The Two Babylons,” 1948, published by Loizeaux
Brothers, New York, for a general discussion of Babylonian worship.
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