
“FOR SATAN FINDS

SOME MISCHIEF STILL

FOR IDLE HANDS TO DO.”

            Watts

No statement could be truer than that 
the devil, malicious mental malpractice, 
always finds work for idle hands - idle 
minds - to do.
   The Christian Scientist must think seriously 
about this question.  If he is not constantly active 
on the side of Truth he can rest assured that 
malicious mental malpractice is right at his door.
   That is the danger of an attitude of thought 
like, “Let God do it.”  It is a waiting attitude; an 
endeavor to make one’s thought a blank, and 
Jesus warned of the danger of this, for he said, 
        “When the unclean spirit is gone out of a 
    man, he walketh through dry places, seek-
    ing rest, and finding none, then he saith, I
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    will return unto my house from whence I 
    came out;
        And when he is come, he findeth it empty, 
    swept, and garnished.
        Then goeth he, and taketh with himself 
    seven other spirits more wicked than him-
    self; and they enter in, and dwell there; and 
    the last state of that man is worse than the 
    first.”
   Why is it worse?  Because the poor victim 
thought he had thoroughly cleaned his house, 
and lo and behold, Satan is again dwelling there-
in.
   Such disappointment cannot come to you if 
thoroughly cleaning your “house,” means re-
placing every erroneous sense with the true 
sense, so completely filling it that Satan - evil 
suggestion, - can find no sanctuary there.  Mrs. 
Eddy declares in Miscellany, “There is no door 
through which evil can enter, and no space for 
evil to fill in a mind filled with goodness.  Good 
thoughts are an impervious armor; clad there-
with you are completely shielded from the at-
tacks of error of every sort.”
   Christian Scientists must never be careless 
about replacing the wrong sense that is cast out, 
with the right sense, so that evil will find no door 
unbarred, and no vacant room to occupy.  They
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must not take the attitude of crying, “Peace, 
peace; when there is no peace.”  Peace can be 
won and maintained only when we have fought 
the Holy War and have put up such a fight that 
evil is cast out forever - seen in its true sense.
   Who does not yearn for peace?  But today it 
is the coward, under evil’s direction who calls 
for peace.  The battle for Truth has not yet been 
won.  Only malicious mental malpractice would 
say it has, in order to encourage you to stop the 
warfare.  Never forget that the sword cannot be 
put up until it has first been drawn.
   Christian Scientists are soldiers of the cross, 
and they must fight until victory is theirs.  Evil 
is ever urging us to cease fighting and “let God 
do it.”  God cannot do more than He has already 
done.  He has done all.  It is the work of the 
Christian Scientist to prove that, - to show that 
forth.
   If evil can persuade you, the Christian Sci-
entist, to relax, it will have accomplished its pur-
pose.  It will then, - after all your years of work 
and faithfulness, when you think that you are at 
the point of enjoying the reward of your labors 
with your “house” nicely cleaned, - enter in and 
rob you of the fruits of your effort.  It does this 
because you have listened to the voice of the 
charmer, admonishing you not to be so vigorous
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in your denunciation of malicious animal mag-
netism, because God is Love, and Love does 
everything and cares for everyone.  True enough, 
but has not God always been Love, and has He 
not always taken the same tender care of all His 
creation?  How can He be “about to do” some-
thing that He has not already done?
   Then it is our work to begin vigorously to 
prove that God is Love, and that He is proving 
His care by making His children active and alert.
   We have work to do ourselves; we cannot ex-
pect God to do our work.  He cannot hear that 
kind of prayer.  He hears only the prayer of be-
ing active about His business.  As Mrs. Eddy 
says, in Miscellaneous Writings, “Be active, 
and, however slow, thy success is sure; toil is 
triumph.”
   If you succeed in making your mind a blank, 
thinking that by thus doing you can place your-
self in a listening attitude to hear God’s voice, 
you have let the bars down and opened your 
house for the devil’s entrance.  That idle, list-
less mood is exactly the opportunity evil de-
sires, and Satan will quickly find something to 
fill idle minds.
   Keep active and no matter how slow your 
progress may seem to be, success in the end is 
assured.
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   Guard against a negative watch that would 
lull you to sleep, that would make you believe a 
listless peace is a lasting peace.  Today the only 
peace is the sword of Truth.
   One, who was Mrs. Eddy’s secretary for sev-
eral years, told me on two or three occasions of 
Mrs. Eddy’s distress, almost despair even, at 
times, when she thought of what would become 
of the Christian Scientist when she was no longer 
here to arouse him to wakeful and vigorous ac-
tivity.
   I can dimly see what she was thinking, - that 
malicious mental malpractice would so beguile 
the Christian Scientist with a false sense of peace, 
that he would be robbed of all his opposition to 
its subtle arguments, and so, little by little, dark-
ness would take the place of light and the world 
would sink back into blackness.
   This will inevitably take place if we become 
indolent and imagine that all we have to do is to 
listen for God’s voice.  We need to be the voice 
of God, and to be about His business every in-
stant.  We cannot rest.  Malicious argument is 
always trying to lull us to sleep.  To be on guard 
continually is our only protection.  As Longfel-
low’s Psalm of Life states it,
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                                   “Let us then be up and doing,
                                      With a heart for any fate;
                                   Still achieving, still pursuing,
                                      Learn to labor, and to wait.”

The waiting is while you are laboring, not while 
you are inactive.  And is it not, also, exactly 
what Christ Jesus meant in his Revelation to 
John when he declared, after he had opened the 
seventh seal, “there was silence in heaven about 
the space of half an hour.”  Is not this silence the 
active silencing of all evil’s suggestion through the 
realization of God’s eternal allness?
   Cast out the siren of indolent peace, and de-
mand that your peace be a conscious, ever active 
peace; the understanding of what peace really 
is.  To be deceived with a ghastly pretense of 
peace is but the effect of the poisonous soporific 
fumes of malicious suggestion.
   Mrs. Eddy declares in Miscellaneous Writ-
ings, “Mental darkness is senseless error, 
neither intelligence nor power, and its victim is 
responsible for its supposititious presence.”
   As genuine Christian Scientists, followers of 
one Leader, let us not be deceived by subtle plati-
tudes clothed in words of gentleness and peace 
which are so alluring as to endanger the unsus-
pecting.  Some of the most beautiful plants and
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flowers are the most deadly.  To-day there is no 
excuse for ignorance or idleness.  “If at present 
satisfied with wrong doing, we must learn to 
loathe it. If at present content with idleness, we 
must become dissatisfied with it,” as Science and 
Health declares.
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