
PARTY

JOSEPH

The New Messenger Of
The Covenant

A Man In Whom The Spirit
Of God Is.

(Gen.41:38)
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Chapter L

ISRAEL AGAIN JOURNEYS
IN JACOB'S DIVINE ADVENTURE

And they went up out of Egypt, and came unto the
land of Canaan unto Jacob their father.

And told him, saying, Joseph is yet alive and he is
governor over all the land of Egypt. And Jacob's heart
fainted, for he believed them not.

And they told him all the words of Joseph, which
he had said unto them: and when he saw the wagons
which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of
Jacob their father revived:

And Israel said, It is enough; Joseph my son is yet
alive: I will go and see him before I die.—

Gen.45:25-28.

All the years Jacob had believed Joseph was dead, Israel, the
soldierof God, seemed to be asleep, as though buried in grief. But
when Jacob knew that Joseph was alive, his spirit revived; then
Israel spoke. After more than twenty years father and son were to
meet again. Recall that when Joseph was born, Jacob had thrown
off the bondage of servitude to Laban (Gen.30:25). Now, with the
glad tidings that Joseph is alive, and that the visions of his ascen
dancy had been fulfilled, Israel vivifies Jacob; again the divine
nature prevails over the mortal nature; again Israel journeys in
Jacob's divine adventure.

And Israel took his journey with all that he had,
and came to Beer-sheba, and offered sacrifices unto
the God of his father Isaac— Gen.46:1.

Although eager to go on and meet Joseph, Israel paused at Beer-
sheba, on the southern border of the land of Canaan, for prayer
and sacrifice. Beer-sheba —where Abraham and Sarah had lived,
where his father Isaac had been born, and where Jacob himself
had spent his boyhood!

What is the metaphorical significance of Beer-sheba in the lives
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob? The well at Beer-sheba is called
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ISRAEL'S PROPHETIC BLESSING 647

one which is decided by superior strength. They are typical of
present day guerrilla fighters, versed in cunning strategy, wont to
strike a quick blow from ambush at a passing troop. They shun
open warfare against any large or powerful body. However, the
Danites often become victims of their own strategy.

The Dan-mentality is never regenerated. Its influence must be
completely cast out of consciousness. No part of this carnal-nature
can remain. The Danites of this world must be born again —start
anew and be re-named. There is no blessing for Dan or for the
Danites of this world. Theirs is the "sin against the Holy Ghost,"
against the spiritual nature of God in man. Of such the Master
Christian declares that there is no forgiveness for them in this
world or in the next (Matt. 12:31,32). Even the beloved John in
Revelation could see no gate, or way, by which Dan could enter the
Holy City and find the Dominion of the New Covenant.

Gad

Israel turned from Dan to address Gad, his seventh son, and the
first son born to Zilpah, Leah's maid:

Gad, a troop shall overcome (deceive) him: but he
shall overcome at the last.— Gen.49:19.

It is significant that Israel turned from Dan directly to Gad. For,
in a sense, Gad is typical of the scientific thinking which outwits
and overcomes the Dan-mentality at the last. Israel saw in Gad,
and in all those who think as Gad thought, one who refuses to be
overcome by evil.

When Gad was born to Zilpah, Leah named him. The meaning of
his name is derived from her words at his birth:

A troop cometh (or, good fortune cometh).—
Gen.30:11.

Gad's name carries the meaning: He that overcometh. A com
mentary in Peloubet's Bible Dictionary confirms Gad's resistance
to being overcome of evil: "The character of the tribe of Gad is
throughout strongly marked —fierce and warlike." However,
Gad was not an aggressor, but a defender.
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