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SEVEN PERIODS OF UNFOLDMENT 61

their divine nature as Godlike, as beautiful, intelligent, active,
good, as expressing the glory ofGod —the glory which belongs to
all and which is inherent in all creation.

And the evening and the morning
were the fourth day.

(Gen.1:19.)

THE FIFTH DAY

(Gen.1:20-23)

Let the Waters Bring Forth!

As we enter the fifth period of unfoldment of God's Covenant
with man, we feel an acceleration of the action of the Spirit of God
in the divine mandate:

And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundant
ly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl that
may fly above the earth in the open firmament of
heaven.— Gen.1:20.

In Bible literature, the appearance of the moving creatures that
have life signals a revolutionary forward movement of spiritual
progress, an acceleration ofunfoldment, a quickening ofspiritual
apprehension, the approach of a climax of holy action and fulfill
ment. The divine mandate demands that we let the waters, the
vast elements of divine Mind, bring forth abundantly the moving,
ever-active ideas of the divine Mind in our consciousness, and let
them have full rein. The divine impulsion which activates the mov
ing creatures impels us forward and lifts our thoughts to soar as
the fowl that fly above the earth in the open firmament, in the
heaven of spiritual understanding, thus elevating us above finite,
stultifying, unprogressive material concepts of ourselves, of the
earth, and of our earthly experience.

The divine impulsion of the fifth period of unfoldment of the
divine nature in man and the universe gives spiritual momentum
to our every thought and act. This divine impulsion counteracts
negative forces of inertia, stagnation, restriction, frustration, im
mobility —stalemates of every kind —forces that would attempt
to interrupt or slow down or bring to a halt the mighty movement

































































SEVEN PERIODS OF UNFOLDMENT 93

way for all mankind to understand God, to behold the kingdom of
heaven within themselves, and to see the glories of this kingdom,
this heavenly dominion, manifested on earth. The time of times is
near when earth will hear the voice of the Angel of divine Revela
tion proclaiming from the heaven of spiritual understanding the
Word of God that will transform the whole world and all that is
therein into a universe of marvelous light:

Behold, I make all things new.— Rev.21:5.

In the Sabbath Day of fulfillment of the days, or periods, of un-
foldment of the wonders of God's spiritual universe, all things are
seen in this fresh new light —the light of the Christ, which God
called Day (Gen.l:5). We have the authority of Holy Writ:

If a man is in Christ, he becomes a new person
altogether — the past is finished and gone, every
thing has become fresh and new.— II Cor.5:17 (JBP).

In the degree that we understand these things and express the
Godlikeness that is our divine heritage, we will see the divine
nature shining through all creation. In the undimmed light of the
Christ, we will see everything as it was "in the beginning," when
"God saw everything that He had made, and, behold, it was very
good" (Gen.1:31). And the millennial estate described by the pro
phet Isaiah will come to pass in our individual and collective ex
periences:

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the
leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and
the young lion and the fatling together; and a little
child shall lead them.

And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young
ones shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat
straw like the ox.

And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the
asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the
cockatrice's den.

They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy moun
tain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the
Lord, as the waters cover the sea.— Isa.11:6-9.

























































THE FIRST FAMILY OF THE OLD COVENANT 121

be in subjection to the Adams of this world. She will be subject to
God alone, her Creator. And there will be mutual love and respect
in all relationships, each individuality expressing the dominion of
Godlikeness in which is no domination.

And what of Adam? How is he to expiate his sin? The record is
plain:

And unto Adam he (the Lord God) said, Because
thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and
hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee,
saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground
for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days
of thy life;

Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee;
and thou shalt eat the herb of the field;

In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till
thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou
taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou
return.—Gen.3:17-19.

The ground which the Lord God cursed was not a location in
time and space. It was the state of mind in which Adam lived when
he turned from God, accepted the spurious knowledge that both
good and evil were real, powerful, and necessary to make him
wise, and believed that this knowledge would make him as a god.
In acknowledging that a mixture of good and evil was essential to
his well being, Adam cut himself off from the blessing of
God — the natural unfoldment of good.

The nature of our thinking determines the nature of our ex
periences. The Master Christian emphasizes this point in his Ser
mon on the Mount:

Every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a cor
rupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.

A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither
can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.

Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.—
Matt.7:17,18,20.

It should have been no surprise to Adam to find his experiences
unfolding on the level of his mentality. Being at enmity with God,
Adam was at enmity with God's creation. Conflicting forces based
on the belief in both good and evil as real and powerful, caused the
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