
PART IV

ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB

Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel,
The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,

and the God of Jacob hath sent me unto you.
(Ex.3:15.)
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Chapter XX

AN ALLEGORY OF THE TWO COVENANTS

Ten years had passed since Abram first came into the land of
Canaan with God's promise:

I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless
thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a
blessing:

And in thee shall all families of the earth be

blessed.— Gen.12:2,3.

Abram had found his place in the land of Canaan. He had pros
pered in everything he had done. He was truly blessed. His prog
ress in the understanding of God and of the divine nature was
marked. But no seed of Abram had come forth to inherit the prom
ised blessing. Then we learn that Abram's beloved Sarai was bar
ren. Abram's faith was sorely tested. However, it was God who
was testing his faith, preparing him spiritually for the great
miracle of grace that was to come.

In the unfolding of Abram's spiritual journeying, Sarai's barren
ness indicates to us that Abram's consciousness was barren, or
bereft, of the understanding of the nature and power of God's
Motherhood. Abram, whose name means exalted father,
understood in some measure the nature of the Fatherhood of God
and his relationship with his heavenly Father. But he appeared to
be totally unaware of Sarai's relationship with Godand of the fact
that God had inscribed in her His divine nature as Mother.
Manhood generally did not then and does not now seem to realize
that God created both man and woman in His own image and like
ness: "Male and female created he them" (Gen.l:27). Nor does man
hood seem to understand that if man and woman, the male and fe
male of God's creating, are made in God's image and likeness —
and they are —then the nature of God must be compound. God
must be and is both Father and Mother!

This understanding of God is set forth clearly in the very begin
ning of our Bible, where the nature of God as Elohim is revealed.
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CLIMAX OF ABRAHAM'S DIVINE ADVENTURE 315

within them, a wilderness experience lay before them. As in all
wilderness experiences, however, a great spiritual lesson awaited
them. There was something vitally important for them to learn.

In Gerar they had an experience similar to the one that they had
in Egypt. In the repetition of this experience we may see that they
had not learned the lesson which they should have learned years
before. You recall that when traveling Abraham introduced Sarah
as his sister, as indeed she was, for they were both children of the
same father, but of different mothers (Gen.20:12,13). Abraham saw
in Sarah the supremely attractive woman and feared that some
powerful king or chieftain would desire her and kill him in order to
have her. Everywhere they went Sarah was much admired and
sought after. Hers was the beauty of holiness. But hers was also
the beauty ofnobility, which kings desired. Recall that when they
were in Egypt the Pharaoh sent and took her by force. But he
released her when he learned she was Abraham's wife. Now,
about twenty-five years later, when they came into Gerar, the
same problem arose again. We read:

Abimelech king of Gerar sent, and took Sarah.—
Gen.20:2.

It is interesting to recall that a short time prior to this Sarah had
thought of herself as being old, stricken in age. And yet here again
she is the very beautiful and much sought after woman. What has
happened? Something humanly wonderful but divinely natural.

When God established His Covenant with Abraham and Sarah
they had accepted the conditions of the Covenant, and these condi
tions were that they walk before Godand be perfect —live always
in His presence, live the life that is spiritual, obey God's laws, and
strive to do His will at all times. They were reaping the blessed
reward of obedience —dominion! In the words of St. Paul, they
had been "transformed by the renewing of their minds"
(Rom.12:2). They had refused to be "conformed to this world."
They had discovered their God-being and had put off the old man
and the old woman —the old concept of man as a finite mortal
subject to age and decrepitude —and had put on the new man and
the new woman, embodying and expressing vitality, beauty, im
mortality — qualities of the compound nature of their Father-
Mother God. In their spiritual unfoldment they had literally been







318 THE DOMINION OF THE NEW COVENANT

We read further:

So Abraham prayed unto God; and God healed
Abimelech, and his wife, and his maid-servants; and
they bare children.

For the Lord had fast closed up all the wombs of
the house of Abimelech, because of Sarah
Abraham's wife.— Gen.20:17,18.

"Abraham prayed unto God" —Elohim. And God, the divine
Father-Mother, healed Abimelech and all his house of barrenness
and impotence —restored to them the power of conception.

Although this record may appear to be very material to us to
day, its spiritual significance transcends the material senses. To
the Oriental mind nothing is more tragic then the barrenness of
womanhood and the impotence of manhood. We do not know how
long Sarah was kept in Abimelech's harem, but it was sufficiently
long for the king to realize that his posterity was being threatened
and cut off. Not to have heirs in the royal house was both a per
sonal and a national calamity. The king's gratitude to Abraham
was expressed in many ways during the time he sojourned in that
land.

Abimelech was a Philistine. In the time of Abraham the land of
the Philistines was a pastoral country, and Abimelech was a
powerful, intelligent, and peaceful king. It was good for Abraham
to have this good man's friendship and oversight while he and
Sarah were awaiting theappointed time for the child of promise to
appear.

In Abraham's spiritual unfoldment, Abimelech symbolizes a
type of human goodness which gives sanctuary to seekers after
righteousness, and in the mystery of godliness serves the divine
purpose even while not understanding it. Abraham found a sense
of establishment in Abimelech's country. He digged wells and
found pasturage for his large herds and flocks. Symbolically, he
digged deep for the water of Life, for the pure stream of spiritual
understanding, and found both spiritual and material abundance.

Abraham sojourned in the Philistines' land many
days.— Gen.21:34.



CLIMAX OF ABRAHAM'S DIVINE ADVENTURE 319

Move To Beer-Sheba

But the land of the Philistines was not to be the birthplace of the
child of promise. Before this momentous event Abraham and
Sarah moved to Beer-Sheba, in the south of the land of Canaan.

When The Almighty gave Abram and Sarai their new names,
Abraham and Sarah, He gave them their new spiritual identity:
father and mother ofmultitudes, in whom all nations ofthe world
would beblessed. Together Abraham and Sarah exemplify the first
aspect of the threefold divine nature of the Triune God Himself. In
their human lives we discover an illustration of the compound
nature of the Fatherhood and Motherhood of Elohim and the

power of the Spirit of God to bring forth the human expression of
the Son of God, not by laws of nature, but by the mighty force of
The Almighty, the Creator —Omnipotence in operation.

Birth of Isaac, the Child of Promise

The time was at hand for the appearing of the one in whose life
would be illustrated the nature of divine Sonship, the one who
would be the exemplar of the second aspect of the Trinity, the one
who, for all time, would be known as the child of promise. This
child was born to Sarah at the time the holy messengers of the
Trinity had promised. Let us turn to the Bible and read of this
great spiritual event:

And the Lord visited Sarah as he had said, and the
Lord did unto Sarah as he had spoken.

For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in
his old age, at the set time of which God had spoken
to him.

And Abraham called the name of his son that was

born unto him, which Sarah bare him, Isaac.
And Abraham was an hundred years old, when his

son Isaac was born unto him.

And Sarah said, God hath made me to laugh, so
that all that hear will laugh with me.— Gen.21:1-3,5,6.

Those who had ears to hear might have heard the herald angels
announcing the birth of this child. By the power of the Holy Ghost,
the Spirit of God, a great nation had been born — a nation born to





































































ABRAHAM'S MARRIAGE TO KETURAH 353

the dominion of the Christ indicated in the dual title priest and
king (Gen.14:18-20, pp. 257-258).

And so it was that a descendant of Abraham and
Keturah —Jethro-Reuel —protected the seed of the woman,
Moses and the children of Israel, who were the progeny of
Abraham and Sarah. Through Jethro, the Royal Priesthood of
Melchizedek became Moses' tutor at Mount Horeb and in the
wilderness of Sinai. Jethro also opened Moses' thought to the idea
of giving his people laws to govern them, thus paving the way for
the establishment of the first great commonwealth in the world.
Jethro gave them refuge while they were growing into the
recognition and understanding of their national status and their
spiritual responsibility as the only nation of ancient times who
walked in the high road of worship of the one God, and through
whom the knowledge of God and of the Son of God could come in
such abundant measure to the world.

Abraham's Legacy

The conclusion of Abraham's story in the Bible records what
might be called his last will and testament:

And Abraham gave all that he had unto Isaac.
But unto the sons of the concubines [Hagar and

Keturah] which Abraham had, Abraham gave gifts,
and sent them away from Isaac his son, while he yet
lived, eastward, unto the east country.— Gen.25:5,6.

Abraham gave to Isaac all that he had, not only all of his huge
material estate, but also all that he had learned of the spiritual
nature of God, man, and the universe. Isaac's inheritance was
probably the finest, the grandest, the most wonderful heritage any
son ever received from a human father. Abraham was a rich
man —rich in the things of Spirit, rich in material wealth, rich in
wisdom, rich in friends — rich in heaven and on earth. And all
these riches were Isaac's.

And what of the sons of Hagar and Keturah? He gave them
gifts. And knowing Abraham's love, generosity, and his wondrous
sense of justice, we know that these gifts to his sons were ap
propriate and adequate to care for them abundantly when he sent
them into the east country, where they founded nations.
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